DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

INFORMATION NOTE

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR HYDROLYSED PROTEIN, DICALCIUM PHOSPHATE AND TRICALCIUM PHOSPHATE NOT INTENDED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION THAT COULD BE USED AS FEED MATERIAL IMPORTED FROM THIRD COUNTRIES and EU MEMBER STATES

The following conditions as set out under Council Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 as amended by Council Regulation (EC) 668/2004 apply to the importation of hydrolysed protein, dicalcium phosphate and tricalcium phosphate that could be used as feed material, from countries outside the European Community and EU Member States.

A reference to an Article, Chapter or Annex is a reference to an Article, Chapter or Annex of Council Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 unless otherwise stated.

Definitions (1774/2002)

“Feed Material” means those feed materials as defined in directive 96/25/EC that are of animals origin including processed animal proteins, blood products, rendered fats, fish oil, fat derivatives, gelatine, hydrolysed proteins, dicalcium phosphate, milk, milk based products and colostrum.   

“Hydrolysed Protein” means polypeptides, peptides and amino acids, and mixtures thereof, obtained by the hydrolysis of animal by-products. 

“Technical Products” means products derived directly from certain animal by-products, intended for purposes other than human or animal consumption, including tanned and treated hides and skins, game trophies, processed wool, hair, bristles, feathers and parts of feathers, serum of equidae, blood products, pharmaceuticals, medical devices, cosmetics, bone products for china, gelatin and glue, organic fertilizers, soil improvers, rendered fats, fat derivatives, processed manure and milk and milk based products. 

“Technical Plant” means a plant in which animal by-products are used to produce technical products.

Use

The feeding of hydrolysed protein (except hydrolysed protein derived from non ruminant hides and skins), dicalcium phosphate (except as provided in Annex IV point1(C) of Commission Regulation 999/2001/EC) and tricalcium phosphate(except as provided in Annex IV point1(C) of Commission Regulation 999/2001/EC) to farmed animals, with the exception of the feeding to carnivorous fur producing animals is prohibited under Article 7(1) and Annex IV of Commission Regulation 999/2001/EC.    
Requirements for Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate and Tricalcium Phosphate that could be used as Feed Material

Hydrolysed Protein

Only animal-by products listed in Article 6(1) (a) to (j) may be used for the production of hydrolysed protein.
Hydrolysed protein must be produced using a production process involving appropriate measures to minimise contamination of raw Category 3 material. Hydrolysed protein should have a molecular weight below 10 000 Dalton.

Hydrolysed protein entirely or partly derived from hides and skins of ruminants must be produced in a processing plant dedicated only to hydrolysed protein production, using a process involving the preparation of raw Category 3 material by brining, liming and intensive washing followed by:

· Exposure of the material to a pH of more than 11 for more than 3 hours at a temperature of more than 80°C and subsequently by a heat treatment at more than 140°C for 30 minutes at more than 3.6 bar.

· Exposure of the material to a pH of 1 to 2 followed by a pH of more than 11 followed by a heat treatment at more than 140°C for 30 minutes at 3 bar.

.
Dicalcium Phosphate

Only animal-by products listed in Article 6(1) (a) to (j) may be used for the production of dicalcium phosphate. .

Dicalcium phosphate must be produced by a process that:

(a) Ensures that all Category 3 bone-material is finely crushed and degreased with hot water and treated with dilute hydrochloric acid (at a minimum concentration of 4% and a pH of less than 1.5) over a period of at least 2 days.

(b)
Following the procedure at (a) above applies a treatment of the obtained phosphoric liquor with lime resulting in a precipitate of dicalcium phosphate at a pH 4 to 7, and 


(c)
Air dries the precipitate dicalcium phosphate with inlet temperature of 65°C to 325°C and end temperature between 30°C and 65°C.

Where the dicalcium phosphate is derived from defatted bones it must be derived from bones fit for human consumption following ate and post mortem inspection.

Tricalcium Phosphate

Only animal-by products listed in Article 6(1) (a) to (j) may be used for the production of tricalcium phosphate.
Tricalcium phosphate must be produced be a process that ensures:

· That all Category 3 bone-material is finely crushed and degreased with counter flow hot water (bone chips less that 14 mm)

· Continuous cooking with steam at 145°C. during 30 minutes at 4 bars.

· Separation of the protein broth from the hyroxyapatite (tricalcium phosphate) by centrifugation and 

· Granulation of the tricalcium phosphate after drying in a fluid bed with air at 200°C..

Trade in & Importation of Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate and Tricalcium Phosphate 

· Importers of Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate or Tricalcium Phosphate are required to register with the Department of Agriculture and Food. Application forms may be sourced from the Department Website at http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/index.jsp?file=animal_products/importation/forms.xml or by contacting Animal Product Import Section at:

Animal Product Import Section, Food Safety Liaison Division, Department of Agriculture and Food, Agriculture House 7 West, Kildare Street, Dublin 2 (Ph 01-6072896 & Fax 01- 6072513)  

· Import from Third Countries must be through an EU Approved Border Inspection Post (BIP) and at least 24 hours notice of intent to import must be given to the approved (BIP) at which it is intended to import Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate and Tricalcium Phosphate into the EU by means of part 1 of a completed and signed, Common Veterinary Entry Document (CVED) (Annex III Commission Regulation (EC) No 136/2004) Photocopied versions will not be accepted. Form are available on request from:

· Animal Product Import Section (contact detail as above)

· EU Approved Border Inspection Posts as follows:
Dublin Port, Portal Veterinary Office, Eirfreeze, Bond Road, Dublin 3, Phone No 01- 8556250, Fax 01-8363457
Shannon Airport Portal Veterinary Office, Shannon Airport, Co. Clare, Phone No 061-471546 Fax 061- 471549

A veterinary inspection fee will be levied at the BIP.

Documentation

Trade with other Member States

Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate and Tricalcium Phosphate must be accompanied by an original Commercial Document that conforms to the model set out in Chapter X, Annex II as amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No 93/2005.

Imports from Third Countries
The Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate and Tricalcium Phosphate must:

· Be accompanied by a health certificate that conforms to the model set out in Chapter 12 of Annex X of 1774/2002 as amended by 668/2204 (see page 71).

· In the Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate and Tricalcium Phosphate intended for use as a feed material, this health certificate must be accompanied by a supplementary Specified Risk Material Declaration (SRM) declaration as required by Annex XI of Commission Regulation 999/2001/EC.

Approved Country 

Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate and Tricalcium Phosphate not intended for human consumption that could be used as feed material being imported into the Community may only come from:

· Third Countries listed in Part XI of Annex XI. (Third Countries listed in Part I of Annex II to Commission Decision 79/542/EEC) and the following countries*:

The Republic of Korea

Malaysia

Pakistan

Taiwan 

*Correct as of 01/04/06 but subject to change – please check at time of proposed importation

Attention must be paid to the animal species the particular third countries listed in 79/542/EEC have been approved for export as well as any Safeguard Decisions in place banning or controlling the import of animal products due to animal disease outbreaks.
Approved Plant

Hydrolysed Protein, Dicalcium Phosphate and Tricalcium Phosphate not intended for human consumption that could be used as feed material, must come from processing plants on a Community list. Pending completion of this list, the competent authority of an approved third country must have declared to the Commission that the plants comply with community requirements and that they are subject to supervision by an official inspection service in the third country. (Article 29(4))

Transportation

The vehicle/container, carton or other packaging must be identified by a label indicating:

· The category of material from which the product was derived

· The words “Not For Human Consumption”

The final product must be packed in new containers or In the case of bulk transport, transported directly from the point of entry to the plant of destination. 

Food Safety Liaison Division

June 2006 

DISCLAIMER 

While every attempt is made to keep this information note current, import conditions may change and importers are responsible for checking the current status of the requirements. Safeguard measures, which prohibit imports from countries affected by animal diseases or other public or animal health hazards can prohibit or restrict import at very short notice. 

Alternatively you can keep up to date with amendments to legislation by checking the Commission Website. http://europa.eu.int/comm/index_en.htm

