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Pigmeat Recall Scheme Trader Notice No. 01/2008

Eligible Pigmeat and Pigmeat Products in Overseas Markets

In response to queries from processors, the following information note clarifies the position regarding pigmeat and pigmeat products in overseas markets that may be eligible for assistance under the Pigmeat Recall Scheme.

Eligible product for the purposes of product in overseas markets is: Product manufactured from pigs slaughtered in Ireland on dates between 1st September and 6th December, 2008 that had left the control of primary and secondary processors and was in free circulation on 6th December, 2008 and which was returned to the processor or his agent, receipted for and verified by the Department or sent direct by retailers/exporters for destruction, with verification documents being provided to the primary and/or secondary processors and supplied to the Department. 
The Pigmeat Recall Scheme covers all eligible product, for which a claim for assistance is made by 31 March 2009, with all supporting documentation. Full details of the scheme are published on the Department’s website at http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/schemes/pigmeatrecall_241208.pdf

In the first instance, every effort should be made by processors and exporters to have product not subjected to the recall released onto markets. For other eligible product, the standard procedure is that it should be returned to the plant of origin for secure disposal within Ireland. However, the Department recognises that in many circumstances it may not be practical, for reasons of excessive cost or because of instructions from the local competent authority, to return the products to Ireland. In such circumstances, disposal may be effected in the jurisdiction where the product is stored or detained, with the permission and under the supervision of the local competent authority. Exporters should inform their supplying processors of their intentions and seek approval where necessary. When arranging for destruction/disposal in destination countries, the local competent authority should be requested to confirm the following details to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food:

· Verification of the overall weight of the product on despatch from storage

· Verification of the weight of the product on arrival at rendering/incineration/landfill as appropriate

· Verification of the category of product, by reference to the agreed list of categories set out in the Pigmeat Recall Scheme documentation and weight by category

· Verification of the Irish origin of the product

In the event that the competent authority is unable or unwilling to provide the verifications required, the Department will accept independent verification from a commercial monitoring body, [i.e. SGS or SAI Global (EFSIS)] as set out above. The cost of services provided by a monitoring body must be borne by the processor or its agent. Where particular issues arise with competent authorities, the Department will endeavour to assist where possible.

Claims for assistance from processors will be considered in respect of agreed product value and, in the case of consignments for destruction containing both eligible and ineligible products, proportionality will apply.  Claims for assistance in relation to destruction costs will also be considered, based on actual rates or equivalent Irish rates, whichever is the lesser. Claims in relation to shipping costs, port costs, demurrage, storage or any other costs cannot be considered under the terms of the scheme.

It is vital that full commercial documentation regarding all eligible product is maintained by processors, exporters and operators to ensure that any verified claims can be validated against the documentary records. In that regard, please take careful note of the scheme conditions in regard to the keeping of records and the provision of false or misleading information.

Further information is available from the Pigmeat Recall Scheme unit at (053)9163405.

24 December 2008.

