Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Dated: 16 December 2008

Pigmeat Recall Scheme

Note to primary and secondary processors of pigmeat.

Arrangements for the drawdown of interim funds

This note sets out the terms and conditions attached to the drawdown of interim funds pursuant to the Pigmeat Recall Scheme.

Background Information:

Following the confirmation of dioxin contamination in Irish pigmeat samples on 6 December 2008, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food announced the urgent recall of all pigmeat products from the market.

The Pigmeat Recall Scheme is being introduced to put into effect the rapid, secure disposal of eligible product, in order to enable normal processing to resume and bring stability to the pigmeat sector. The Scheme is based on the availability of a fund agreed between the Department and representatives of the sector.  This fund is intended to subsidise the cost of removal of contaminated product from the market and its rendering under the direction and control of the Department.  No product is being purchased under this scheme.   

The scheme provides for an interim payment to processors who hold product under the terms of the Recall Scheme.

Processors are invited to submit to the Department details of pigmeat and pigmeat products currently held and to make application for financial assistance in respect of this material.  Processors should note that not all material declared may ultimately be considered eligible by the Department.

Product listed in the inventory accompanying this application should not move for rendering until further notice except in extreme need and with the explicit prior approval of the Department.  

Terms and conditions attaching to an Interim Payment:

In order for a claim to be deemed valid for payment the following conditions apply:

1. All eligible product under the control of the processor on the date of making the claim should be listed on the attached form – PRS1.  A company stamp is mandatory here.

2. The product must be listed according to a categorisation of products agreed with the industry and set out at Appendix 1.

3. The processor should request the local attending Department or local authority veterinary staff to sign and stamp the confirmation at the end of the form.

4. A tax clearance certificate should accompany the claim.  Where not readily available, a claimant should forward a certificate to the Department before end January.  Any balancing payment due thereafter will require advance submission of a tax clearance certificate.

5. A processor must supply their bank and other details in the form required by the Department as set out in Appendix 2.  For clarity, companies already registered with the Department’s Corporate Customer System (CCS) should confirm their details by filling out the form at Appendix 2 or declaring ‘no change’ to the registered details.

Submission Arrangements:

The PRS1 form should be completed and submitted to the Department by return and by 15.00 hours on Wednesday, 17th December at the latest.  Ideally, the completed form should be scanned and emailed to the following address:  Denis.Dunne@agriculture.gov.ie.  A hard copy of the documentation should follow immediately.  Post to Mr Denis Dunne, Pigmeat Recall Scheme, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford.   
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