National Sheep Identification System (NSIS)

Main Changes

1. New tag numbering system to be introduced from 13 May 2010.   
The number format on all new sheep tags will be as follows:

All tags will continue to include Ireland’s country code of IE.  This will be followed by the 12 digits which make up the tag number broken down as follows:

First 2 digits -
species code which will always be 04 for sheep and goats.
Next 5 digits -
will always be your new sheep/goat designator number which is unique to your holding unless you are buying a specific replacement tag for an animal born on another holding.

Final 5 digits - 
the individual tag number of the animal.

Check Letter - 
Tags will also include a check letter which is a security measure which can be used to verify the authenticity of any tag number.

Therefore all new sheep tags purchased by you after 13 May 2010 will commence with IE 04 followed by your designator followed by the 5 digit individual animal ID and a check letter. The individual animal part of the number will continue on from your old sequence.

Examples of how number format can appear on new sheep tags.
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2. One ID for life - In future, animals will be tagged at the holding of birth and retain that ID for life.  In general it will not be possible to re-tag an animal with a different ID once it leaves its holding of origin.  All new and specific replacement sheep tags will be yellow.

3. Electronic Tagging (EID) – On the 31st December 2009, the new sheep electronic identification (EID) rules came into force.  These new rules will not apply to animals born before that date.  You don’t have to use electronic tags for lambs intended for slaughter under 12 months.  All animals intended for slaughter before 12 months of age will need to be tagged in their left ear with a conventional tag by 9 months of age or upon leaving the holding of origin, whichever is sooner.
4. Replacement Breeding Stock - Animals to be kept definitively for breeding must be double tagged by 9 months of age with a conventional tag in the left ear, bearing a 12 digit number, and either a ruminal bolus or an electronic tag in the right ear, bearing the identical 12 digit tag number on the conventional tag.  In general both tags on a sheep fitted with an electronic tag will be yellow.  The tag on a sheep fitted with a ruminal bolus will be light blue.  
· Live Trade –Sheep born after 1 January 2010 and engaged in intra-community trade or third country exports must be double tagged with a conventional tag in the left ear, bearing a 12 digit number, and either a ruminal bolus or an electronic tag in the right ear, bearing an identical 12 digit tag number to the conventional tag.  Sheep purchased for export and not identified as above can be upgraded to EID status as follows:

a) a bespoke EID tag bearing the same number as the conventional mart tag already on the animal can be ordered by the exporter or
b) the sheep can be re-tagged with a new EID set and the new tag number correlated to the old number in the flock register of the exporter

5. Upgrading to EID - Animals less than 12 months of age bought at marts and tagged with one conventional tag can be upgraded to double tagging with a specific EID tag if they are to be retained for breeding.  This must be done by the time the animal is 12 months of age. Sheep purchased for breeding and not identified as outlined at point 4 above can be upgraded to EID status as follows:

1. a bespoke EID tag bearing the same number as the conventional mart tag already on the animal can be ordered or 
2. the sheep can be re-tagged with a new EID set and the new tag number correlated to the old number in your flock register.
6. Manual Records – You don’t have to use an electronic system beyond tagging.  If you wish records can continue to be kept manually. Conventional and electronic tags will both have the country identifier, the 12 digit number and the check letter printed on them.
7. Dispatch/Movement Documents – Existing supplies of dispatch documents can continue to be used for the moment and should be completed in the normal way when sheep are leaving the holding.  Dispatch documents will be revised in the coming months when the changes to the NSIS are finalised and to include food chain information so as to cut down on paperwork.  All farmers will be advised of this in due course.   
8. Current stocks – Current stocks of tags can be used to identify sheep born in 2009 or for the purpose of identifying slaughter lambs under 12 months and not intended for export for a transitional period up to the end of the year. 
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