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National Sheep and Goats Census, December 2005

Council Regulation (EC) no. 21/2004 obliges all Member States to carry
out a census of sheep and goats, at least annually. This national census
is the second such census, the first having been carried out in December
2005.

Census forms were sent to 40,583 sheep flock-keepers on the
Department’s database. Returns were received from 38,682, a response
rate of 95.3%. Atotal of 3,405 respondents had no sheep (35,277 active
flocks), with two-thirds of this number indicating that they do not intend
to return to sheep keeping in the future.

Census forms were sent to 533 registered goat-keepers and returns
were received from 381, a response rate of 86.1%. A total of 163
respondents had no goats (296 active herds) with over three-quarters
indicating that they do not intend to return to goat keeping.

Following the census the Department’s database was updated with over
4,000 keepers made dormant for sheep ownership and over 200 keepers
made dormant for goat ownership.




Census returns indicate that at December 2006 Ireland had just over 3.6 million sheep (3,600,715)
in 35,277 flocks, an average of 102 sheep per flock. A total of 68% of flocks contain sheep
numbers below this average.

This was a significant reduction of 10.1% on the number of sheep in Ireland in the twelve months
since December 2005 (total 4,006,744 at that date). Sheep numbers have fallen in every one of
the 26 counties. While the scale of the reduction varied from county to county, from a low of 2.6%
in Louth to a high of 19.5% in Clare, there was no discernable regional pattern. For example, in
the western counties (which are the most populous for sheep), the reduction was 3.4% in
Donegal, significantly below the national figure, while it was 7.7% in Mayo and 11.7% in Galway.

The number of sheep flocks in December 2006 (35,277) has also fallen since December 2005
(37,209) by 5.2%. Once again the number of sheep flocks was down in every county, with no
particular regional pattern emerging.

Perhaps the most surprising aspect, given the significant reduction in sheep numbers, was that
the national average flock size has decreased, from 108 sheep per flock in December 2005 to 102
sheep per flock. The number of sheep flocks with 50 sheep or under increased from 42% of the
total to 44%, while the number of large flocks (over 200 sheep) fell slightly. Thus the falling
numbers do not indicate any shift towards larger commercial flocks or significant consolidation in
the sheep sector.
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Table A

Total

number

of sheep

by county
County Number of sheep
Carlow 133,965
Cavan 50,050
Clare 22,155
Cork 185,973
Donegal 392,717
Dublin 22,874
Galway 449,572
Kerry 292,665
Kildare 114,776
Kilkenny 96,196
Laois 57,619
Leitrim 85,457
Limerick 20,417
Longford 31,963
Louth 49,352
Mayo 330,155
Meath 140,894
Monaghan 30,316
Offaly 84,607
Roscommon 177,231
Tipperary 144,61 7
Waterford 72,648
Westmeath 79,541
Wexford 188,392
Wicklow 248,180
Total 37600171 S
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Table B

Total

number

of sheep

flocks

by county
County Number of Flocks
Carlow 865
Cavan 801
Clare 642
Cork 1,906
Donegal 4,926
Dublin 193
Galway 4,707
Kerry 2,231
Kildare 656
Kilkenny 719
Laois 519
Leitrim 879
Limerick 268
Longford 447
Louth 365
|\/|ayo 4,528
Meath 1,081
Monaghan 397
Offaly 706
Roscommon 1,927
Tipperary 1,120
Waterford 477
Westmeath 837
Wexford 1,332
Wicklow 1,349
Total 35,277
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Table C

Total
number of

sheep

flocks by

size of flock

Number of sheep Number of flocks % of total
in flock

1-50 15,417 43.7
51-100 8,479 24.0
101-150 4,442 12.6
151-200 2,500 7.1
201-300 2,347 6.7
301-400 989 2.8
401-500 454 1.3
>500 649 1.8
Total flocks 35,277
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Table D

Average

flock size

by county
County Average Flock Size
Carlow 155
Cavan 62
Clare 35
Cork 98
Donegal 80
Dublin 119
Galway 96
Kerry 131
Kildare 175
Kilkenny 134
Laois 111
Leitrim 97
Limerick /6
Longford 72
Louth 135
Mayo 73
Meath 130
Monaghan 76
Offaly 120
Roscommon 92
Sligo 70
Tipperary 129
Waterford 154
Westmeath 95
Wexford 141
Wicklow 184

102

National average
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Table E

Total

number of

rams

by county
County Number of rams
Carlow 3,250
Cavan 1,654
Clare 855
Cork 4,412
Donegal 10,646
Dublin 662
Galway 11,723
Kerry 7,014
Kildare 2,768
Kilkenny 2,341
Laois 1,372
Leitrim 2,132
Limerick 684
Longford 945
Louth 1,340
Mayo 8,459
Meath 3,842
Monaghan 978
Offaly 1912
Roscommon 5,050
Tipperary 3,810
Waterford 1,632
Westmeath 2,402
Wexford 4,179
Wicklow 9,949

92,243

National average






Census returns indicate that at December 2006 there were 6,194
domesticated goats in Ireland in 296 herds, an average of 21 goats per
herd. However, 63% of herds contain 5 goats or less. While there was
a slight reduction in this percentage since December 2005 (67%), and a
corresponding increase in the percentage of herds containing between
11 and 50 goats (from 11% to 15%), it still remained the case that the
vast majority of goats in Ireland were kept on a non commercial basis.
Only 20 herds in the country contained over 50 goats in 2006.
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Table F

Total ——

numberof . . !-'ﬁ

goats

by county
County Number of goats
Carlow 4
Cavan 561
Clare 802
Cork 977
Donegal 45
Dublin 145
Galway 202
Kerry 201
Kildare 53
Kilkenny 121
Laois 408
Leitrim 64
Limerick 39
Longford 69
Louth 21
Mayo 1 83
Meath 30
Monaghan 34
Offaly 283
Roscommon 73
Sligo /3
Tipperary 375
Waterford 325
Westmeath 963
Wexford 129
Wicklow 14
Total 6,194
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Table G

Total

number of

goat herds

by county
County Number of herds
Carlow 1
Cavan 12
Clare 22
Cork 50
Donegal 8
Dublin 8
Galway 14
Kerry 23
Kildare 4
Kilkenny 12
Laois /
Leitrim 10
Limerick 6
Longford 9
Louth 4
Mayo 29
Meath 6
Monaghan 4
Offaly 8
Roscommon 16
Sligo 8
Tipperary 14
Waterford S
Westmeath 5
Wexford /
Wicklow 4
Total 296



Table H

Total
number of

goat herds

by size of
herd

Number of goats Number of herds % of total
in herd

1-5 187 63

6-10 45 15

11-50 44 15
51-200 9 3
201-400 10 3

> 400 1 &

Total herds 296



