Bovine Neonatal Pancytopaenia (BNP)

Bovine Neonatal Pancytopaenia (BNP), variously referred to as  as ‘Calf Haemorrhagic Disease’, ‘Haemorrhagic Diathesis’ or ‘Blood Sweating Disease’, is a newly emerging disease syndrome of calves less than one month of age which has recently been reported in Europe and in the UK. Cases were first identified in Germany in 2007 and have slowly risen in a number of European countries since then. The syndrome has recently been diagnosed in Ireland and there have been four cases confirmed in Northern Ireland. 

The clinical signs reported are of young calves with a persistent fever, which may bleed excessively from their mucous membranes or from the tiniest of cuts in their skin. Some affected calves may die very quickly. The disease tends to affect single calves in a herd although multiple calves have been affected in some herds in the UK and Germany. 
There is no evidence that the condition is infectious or that it gives rise to food safety concerns.

The Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Food’s Regional Veterinary Laboratories are available to assist herdowners and veterinary practitioners with laboratory diagnosis and investigation of any suspicious cases.

The Department will provide free post mortem examination of any case(s) that fits the description of a calf of less than one month of age which bleeds excessively from the mucous membranes, into the sclera (blood accumulating under the white part of the eye) or from the tiniest of cuts.  

The Department’s  Regional Veterinary Laboratory contact details are as follows;

 
Athlone Phone (090) 6475514  
Fax (090) 6475215 

Sligo Phone (071) 9142191  
Fax (071) 9145900 

Limerick Phone (061) 452911 
Fax (061) 451849 

Kilkenny Phone (056) 7721688 
Fax. (056) 7764741 

Cork Phone (021) 4543931 
Fax (021) 4546153 

Dublin Phone (01) 6157115 
Fax (01) 6157199 

Full location details and directions to your nearest Regional Veterinary laboratory are available on the Departments website at http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/animalhealthwelfare/laboratoryservices/regionalveterinarylaboratories/

