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Background 

 

Production problems and stunting of cattle have been on-going intermittent problems on a 

farm in Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny for many years. A large number of studies and 

investigations have been reported by a number of state agencies and other parties since 2004. 

 

Context 

 

To facilitate a coordinated and timely response to the above-mentioned problem an inter-

agency group was established in early 2004, in accordance with the Protocol for the 

investigative approach to serious animal/human health problems (EPA, 1997). The group 

includes representatives from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (DAFF), the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Teagasc and the South Regional Health Board 

(HSE South (SE)). A large number of studies have been conducted on behalf of this group, as 

reviewed in the Overview. 

 

Veterinarians from University College Dublin (UCD), including the DAFF-supported Centre 

for Veterinary Epidemiology (CVERA), first became involved in this investigation in early 

2004, at the request of staff from the Regional Veterinary Laboratory in Kilkenny. This 

involvement was formalised in early 2006, when CVERA was asked by the Minister of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to undertake epidemiological studies relevant to the problem 

on the index farm. The current report details a series of epidemiological studies carried out 

and an overview of these and all other studies carried out to date. 
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