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Soil Organic Matter

It is an requirement under Good 
Agricultural and Environmental 
Condition since 05
Advice from Teagasc was that it 
was not a problem in Ireland
Became an issue at EU Audits:

What controls are in place???
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GAEC Legal basis

Council Regulation 73/2009   (1782/2003)
Article 6 - Agricultural land, especially land 

which is no longer used for production 
purposes, must be maintained in GAEC
§ MS to define minimum requirements for 

GAEC in keeping with Annex III.
Organic Matter
Maintain Soil Organic Matter levels through 

appropriate practices
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OLD-05



FAS Training Module 3 Carrick 
on Shannon, Mitchelstown and 

Birr '09

New 09
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DAFF SOM 
Requirements

Paragraph 16, 2009 Terms & Conditions
Must take soil samples if:
§ Parcel cropped continuously for 6 yrs. 

or more
§ In SOM vulnerable area and 
§ Written to by DAFF in 09
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DAFF SOM 
Requirements

§ From 2010 all parcel cropped 
continuously for 6 yrs. or more must 
be soil sampled.
§ Resample every 10 years.
§ Normal sample for P,K and Lime will 

suffice but must specify SOM
§ Soil Analysis Report must be retained
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Soil Sampling

Best done post harvest. 
Must follow SI 101 2009 and use  
Approved Laboratories
1 sample per 4 Ha. or up to 8Ha. 
if soil type, cropping history and 
fertiliser treatment is the same.
Sampling sketch for large fields 
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DAFF SOM 
Requirements

If SOM level is <3.4% farmer must 
get advice from a CC-FAS Advisor
CC-FAS advisors must complete a 
report, sample by sample, setting 
out where appropriate the remedial 
actions required. 
Farmer must retain the report 
Will be looked for at inspection 
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Cross Compliance 
Inspection 2010

If written to in 09:
1. Must have SOM analysis in 09
2. Must have FAS SOM Report in 2010 if 

analysis shows SOM at <3.4%
3. If inspected after Winter crop is sown 

in 2010, must have applied any 
remedial action between harvest and 
planting
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Cross Compliance 
Inspection 2010

If not written to in 09 but have 
parcels in continuous tillage

1. Must have SOM Analysis in 2010
2. Must have FAS SOM Report in 

2011 where analysis shows SOM 
<3.4%.

3. Apply remedial actions after 2011 
harvest.
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CC-FAS Organic 
Matter Report 

Can only be prepared and signed by an 
Approved CC-FAS advisor
Report must deal with each sample with 
an SOM reading of <3.4%
If >1 sample per parcel then each 
sample area must be dealt with 
separately in the report
Report must set out remedial actions for 
following 10 year period
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Soil Organic Matter
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Cross Compliance 
Inspection 2010+

Depending on timing of the inspection 
sanctions will apply where:

1. No soil analysis for SOM
2. Has SOM analysis but didn’t seek advice 

from a CC-FAS advisor
3. Did not apply remedial actions
NOTE:  low organic matter levels will not 

incur a sanction
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Thank you for your attention

Any questions?


