Circular OFI/WEX/01/2004

19 January 2004

To:  
All R.I.s/A.S.s/D.S.s/S.A.O.s/T.A.O.s

Circular for feed passages, slats in collection yards and effluent channels in front of sliding doors.

· From the date of this circular it is now permitted to have a collection yard for a milking parlour fully slatted.  All the slats used shall be heavy duty (tractor) slats.  Areas outside the collecting yard are still limited as per clause 4.5 of S. 123 – November 2003.

· Where animals are being feed silage at both the front and back of animal pens a strip of concrete, at least, 1 metre wide shall be provided along the feed face at the back of the pen in addition to the feeding passage at the front of the animal pen.  The concrete base shall consist of a 125mm concrete slab laid on 150mm compacted hardcore on solid foundation incorporating 1000 gauge polythene DPC.  The concrete shall be as specified in S. 123 – November 2003.

· In single-sided houses a concreted feed passage of at least 2 metres wide shall be provided at the front of the animal pens in all cases.  The feed passage shall be constructed to the standards as set out in S. 123 – November 2003, clause 8.8.

· In loose house with walls and calf creeps, a channel shall be provided 600mm outside any sliding doors to collect any effluent seepage.  The channel shall be constructed as specified in S. 123 clause 2.8.
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