Circular OFI/WEX/03/2004

19th March 2004

To :
All OFI Consultants / Planners

Cc:  
All R.I.s/A.S.s/D.S.s/S.A.O.s/T.A.O.s

Installed Equipment under Dairy Hygiene Scheme:

‘Substantial compliance’ with S. 103  [Condition No. 6]

It is necessary that new equipment under this Scheme should always be installed in premises that allow EU Hygiene Regulations to be met [EU Directive 92/46].  Consultants /Planners have a responsibility to ensure that the premises are in “substantial compliance with Specification S.103”.  If further work needs to be done, Consultants have a responsibility to ensure that such work is carried out, and also to determine whether an Application should be made for the full up-grading of the premises under this Scheme.   [An Application can be made for the up-grading of either the Dairy, or the Milking Parlour, or both together].

To be in ‘substantial compliance’ with S. 103 only two or three minor items in a Dairy or Milking Parlour are allowed be missing or be not to specification.  For example the following are among such items that may be missing in a Dairy:


Seals around doors


Fly screen not in place over outlet ventilation window


Doors cannot be locked

Racks/shelves

However, the following are examples of what would prevent the Dairy from being in substantial compliance with S. 103:

There is a common airspace with another building


The Dairy is not fully cleansable

The new (or existing) bulk tank is not accessible on at least three sides


The electrics are not installed to the ETCI standard, and certified.

The trough/washing unit is not in place

No clean water supply


The cleansable ceiling is not present


Doors are missing / cannot be closed fully

The following are examples of problems in Milking Parlours which would not prevent compliance:-

A loft without a proper seal under the floor

Feed hoppers without proper lids

Roughness in roof timbers or trusses

The following are examples of what would prevent “substantial compliance” in milking parlours:-

An un-smooth pitted or broken floor, impossible to clean properly

Drop hoses not installed in the parlour 


The electrics are not installed to the ETCI standard, and certified.

[Note that missing “minor items” may still be required to be made good, following a possible future Inspection for Registration for Milk Production under S.I. 9 of 1996.]
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