Circular OFI/WEX/04/2004

16th March 2004

To :
All OFI Consultants / Planners

Cc:  
All R.I.s/A.S.s/D.S.s/S.A.O.s/T.A.O.s

Provision of agitation points when replacing single rib slats with gang slats.

The replacement of single slats by gang slats has been introduced as a safety measure, but some questions have arisen.  In no case can grant-aid be approved for slat replacement where external agitation points are not provided.  Where external agitation points are not already provided, one of the following shall be undertaken as part of, or prior to, the application:

1. If the tank has space for external agitation points at one or both ends as required under S123 the external slats may be replaced with safety manhole slats at one or both ends as appropriate.

2. If the tank has space for an agitation point at one end but requires agitation points at both ends then one of the following may be under taken:

a) A new external agitation point may be constructed at the end of the tank that does not already have an external agitation point.  This will require the tank to be extended.  In such circumstances the joint formed should be sealed with an appropriate proprietary sealant.  Care should be taken to ensure that the foundation under the extended portion of the tank is well compacted.

b) A 150mm bore pipe may be installed to run along the length of the tank to create a circulation system as per clause 4.6 of S. 123 (November 2003).

3. Where there are currently no external agitation points at either end of the tank, then one of the following shall be undertaken:  

i) The tank should be extended at both ends, as appropriate, in the manner described at a) above, or; 

ii) If it is possible to only construct one external agitation point, then a combination of a) and b) above shall be used.

iii) If neither 1) or 2) is feasible it may be permitted to allow a section of the roof to be removed over the location of an agitation point.  Where the roof is removed the sheeting will be removed over an entire bay of the house and for the full span of the house.  The purlins shall also be removed and the cleats shall be cut back to the ends of the remaining purlins.  Under no circumstances may this portion of roof be replaced.  Replacement of the roof will be considered as failure to use the building for its intended purposes for a period of five years and as such be subject to recovery of grant paid for replacing the slats.

The general rule will in all cases apply:  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN GRANT-AID BE APPROVED FOR A BUILDING WITH AN INTERNAL AGITATION POINT.
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