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Records
Under the Nitrates Regulations1, you have to keep certain records for each calendar year.  They must be finalised by 31st March of the following year and you must keep these records for five years. The Explanatory Handbook for the Nitrates Regulations1 contains sample records. These handbooks are available on the Department website or from your local D.V.O. The Department already has cropping regime information from your Single Payment Scheme application form but you should maintain a record of cropping areas, rotation etc. for your own use. If you are in REPS you are already keeping most of these records.

These are the records you must keep: 

An estimate of how much fertiliser your holding requires for the year (refer to Record 1 below as an example of how you keep this record), and a copy of any Nutrient Management Plan (for example a REPS plan) that might have been drawn up for your holding.  (If your REPS plan accurately reflects the situation on your holding that will suffice for Record 1.) Remember to take into account fertilisers applied in Autumn for Autumn sown crops. Where two crops are sown in the same field in one calendar year they each have a fertiliser allowance.

The numbers and type of livestock you have (see Table 6 of Regulations1 for a description of livestock types), as follows: 

                  -  For cattle maintain the Bovine Herd Register. 

            -  For sheep maintain the Flock Register. 

-  In the case of pigs and poultry, you can just write in the number of   occupied places.  

            - You should also record the number of each livestock type other than the above (i.e. horses, deer etc.) on the holding on the first day of each quarter. 

The quantities and types of chemical fertilisers moved on to or off your holding, including opening stock, records of purchase and closing stock (See Record 2 below). 

The total amount of concentrates (i.e. meals, including cereals produced on your holding) that you fed to grazing livestock (e.g. cattle, sheep). Write down in your records the total quantity fed. Keep a copy of all dockets showing amounts of concentrates purchased. Crimped grain/maize silage does not have to be included here. 

Livestock manure (e.g. slurry, farmyard manure) and other organic fertilisers (e.g. sludge) moved on to or off the holding with details of the quantities, type, dates. (See Record 3 below). 

 Details of livestock temporarily moved to, or received from, another holding for grazing including the number and types of livestock involved, time period involved in days, Land Parcel Identification System (LPIS) nos. of land grazed and the name and herd number of the transferor of the livestock involved and the person in receipt of the livestock (see pages 12 and 20 of the Explanatory Handbook).  

The storage capacity of facilities you have for storing livestock manure and other organic fertilisers, soiled water and effluent from dungsteads, farmyard manure pits or silage pits and an assessment of whether you have enough storage to meet the requirements of the Regulations1. (If your REPS plan accurately reflects the situation on your holding, or you have applied for a grant under the FWM or FIS schemes you may already have this information.) Pages 22-25 of the Explanatory Handbook will help you complete this record.

The results of any soil tests (If you are in REPS these are part of your plan).

Write in your records the location of any point on your farm where water for human consumption is taken from any borehole, spring or well or surface watercourse.

1 European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2006 

These records should be maintained for five years.
More information about the Nitrates Regulations is available on the Department of Agriculture website www.agriculture.gov.ie under the heading Nitrates Information. There is also a list of consultants/advisors who have been trained under the Farm Advisory System in cross compliance by the Department on the same website under the heading Cross compliance.

Examples of how you should keep records

Below are four examples of how you should keep records.  They are: 

Record 1
Estimating the annual fertiliser requirement for your holding. (To be of most benefit this should be completed as soon as you have decided cropping pattern for the year ahead).

Record 2
Chemical fertilisers coming onto your holding (“imported”) or being sent out of it (“exported”).

Record 3
Record of movement of organic fertilisers 

Record 4        Notification of Temporary Movement of Cattle or Sheep (This must be submitted before stock are moved if you want to obtain “Nitrates credit”)

Name

:(((((((((((((((
Address
:((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Herd Number
: (((((((((((((((
Record 1:
Estimating the annual fertiliser requirement for your holding  (2008)
	Crop
	Area

(ha)
	N Index(only applicable to tillage crops)
	N

kgs/ha
	Total N
	P Index
	P

kgs/ha
	Total P

	Grass
	10
	
	74
	740
	4
	0
	0

	Grass
	10
	
	74
	740
	3
	11
	110

	Grass
	10
	
	74
	740
	2
	21
	210

	Grass
	5
	
	74
	370
	1
	31
	155

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fodder beet
	2
	2
	155
	310
	3
	40
	80

	S. barley
	4
	2
	100
	400
	2
	35
	140

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3300
	
	695


Note:  When you are estimating how much fertiliser you need, make sure to take account of any organic fertilisers that you apply in autumn for autumn-sown crops.

Record 2:
Chemical fertilisers coming onto your holding (“imported”) or being sent out of it (“exported”)

	Date 
	
	Type of fertiliser
	Quantity

(tonnes)
	kgs of N
	kgs of P

	
	
	N %

(i)
	P %

(ii)
	K %
	(iii)
	(i) x (iii) x 10
	(ii) x (iii) x 10

	Opening stocks
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	01/01/07
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purchases/moved onto holding
	Name/address of exporter
	
	
	
	
	
	

	01/04/07
	Xxx Ltd, Mitchelstown
	27
	
	
	5.25
	1418
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sales/moved off holding
	Name/address of importer
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Closing stocks
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31/12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total kgs of chemical nitrogen and phosphorus used

(opening stock + purchases – sales – closing stock)
	1418 
	0


Note:
The “exporter” is the farmer sending fertiliser out of his or her holding.  The “importer” is the farmer taking it in.

Concentrates fed to grazing livestock           5                      tonnes.
Record 3:Record of movement of organic fertilisers 1  

	Date of movement
	Type of fertiliser from Tables 7 and 8 of the Regulations (e.g. pig slurry)
	Nutrient content of fertiliser

(from Tables 7 or 8)
	Quantity moved

(m3, litres, kg, specify units used) 
	Total N

 kg
	Total P 

kg


	Confirmation that details of movement are correct                                                            (Signature and herd number)

	
	
	N

kg/m3
	P

kg/m3
	
	
	
	Exporter
	Importer

	15/3/07
	Pig slurry
	4.2
	0.8
	302 m3
	1268
	242
	John Smith Y9999998
	John O’Brien Y9999999

	20/3/07
	Pig slurry
	4.2
	0.8
	300 m3
	1260
	240
	John Smith Y9999998
	 John O’BrienY9999999

	30/3/07
	Pig slurry
	4.2
	0.8
	305 m3
	1281
	244
	John Smith Y9999998
	 John O’BrienY9999999

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total N and P in organic fertilisers moved (kgs)
	3809
	726
	
	


1  A copy of the above record must be maintained by both the exporter and importer. 

The “exporter” is the farmer sending organic fertiliser out of his or her holding.  The “importer” is the farmer taking it in.

Record 4: Notification Of Temporary Movement of Cattle Or Sheep1
Owner of holding from which farm animals moved:

Name:








Herd Number:

Address:      

Owner of holding to which animals moved:

Name:








Herd Number:

Address:        


LPIS numbers of land plots to which animals moved  

 
          

Date of movement out: 


 Date of movement back: 




Cattle movements YES / NO


Number of cattle

Tag numbers of cattle moved:


          

  
          

 
          


          

Sheep movements YES / NO

Number of sheep:

Type: 






Number of sheep:

Type: 

Signature of Owner/Keeper of holding from which animals moved:











Date:

Signature of Owner/Keeper of holding to which animals moved:










Date:

1Where temporary movements of animals take place (other than cattle moved under CMMS); a copy of this record must be forwarded to your local District Veterinary Office prior to movement.

Storage facilities on farm

	Storage Facilities
	Dimensions
	Capacity
	Available Capacity

	
	Type
	Length
	Width
	Adjusted Depth *
	Calculated
	Slurry
	FYM

	
	Covered Slatted Tank
	23.2
	3.5
	2.24
	181.9
	181.9
	

	
	Loose House
	24
	6.1
	0.5
	73.2
	
	73.2

	· * After deducting freeboard
            200 mm for covered tanks
            300 mm for uncovered tanks
	Total Capacity
	181.9
	73.2 

	
	
	
	


(Ensure freeboard is deducted before calculating capacity)

Storage capacity required 

Only suckler cows on farm over storage period.  

40 suckler cows 

40 * 0.29 * 16 = 186 m3 

Round bale silage made, no effluent produced.

Rainfall to be taken into account for uncovered tanks where required as below

	Tank
	Area of uncovered storage tank plus area of other surfaces draining to tanks m2
	Millimetres of rain per week (Table of S.I. 378)
	Weekly rainfall volume into storage tank m3
	Weeks storage required (16, 18, 20, 22)
	Additional storage required for rainfall m3

	
	(a)
	(b)
	(c)= (a) * (b) /1000
	(d)
	(e) = (c) * (d)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Storage required for rainfall entering tank m3
	


Sufficient storage capacity in place to meet requirements of Nitrates Regulations.

No abstraction point for water for human consumption on the farm.

Soil samples are valid for six years. If you don’t have a valid soil sample you must assume phosphorus Index 3.

Rough work  

3300 kgs availble N required on holding. This is based on applying nitrogen to meet crop requirement.

1) N and P statement 

3150 kgs N, 500 kgs P produced by cattle on farm

Grassland stocking rate = total N produced by grazing livestock (3150) / net grassland area (35) =  90 kgs N/ha

Whole farm stocking rate total N produced by grazing livestock (3150) / net area of farm (41) =  77 kgs N/ha

a) Nitrogen deemed to be available from livestock manure produced over winter period

3150 (from N and P statement) / 52 * 16 (storage period required in zone) * 0.35 (availability from Table 9 of SI 378) = 339 kgs available N from slurry.

No other stock on farm.

3300-339= 2961 kgs available N required on holding after accounting for slurry

b) Phosphorus deemed to be available from livestock manure produced over winter period 

500 (from N and P statement)  / 52 * 16   = 154 kgs available P from slurry

Concentrates:

Estimated 4.5 tonnes of concentrates will be fed to grazing livestock

4.5 * 5 = 22.5 kgs of P from concentrates

695-154-22.5= 519 kgs available P required on holding after accounting for slurry and concentrates fed to grazing livestock

Farmer uses only pig slurry to meet P requirement of farm. In this case, limiting factor is 170 kg/N/ha limit.

170 – 77 (Whole farm stocking rate) = 93 kgs N/ha from livestock manure allowed to be imported

93 * 41 (net ha of farm) = 3813 kgs N from livestock manure allowed to be imported

3813 / 4.2 (N in pig manure)  = 907 m3 maximum allowed to be imported

P from pig manure = 907 * 0.8 = 727 kgs.  This exceeds crop requirements but is acceptable (until 1st January 2011) as excess is coming from pig manure, no other source of phosphorus (except concentrates) is being used and the holding the pig slurry is coming from hasn’t increased in size since 01/02/06.

N from pig manure = 907 m3 imported * 4.2  (nutrient content Table 7 of SI 378) = 3813 * 0.4 (availability from Table 9 of SI 378) = 1525 kgs available N from pig slurry
Available N required after taking account of own slurry 2961 kgs

2961 –1525 = 1436 kgs available N required after importing pig slurry
