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Circular No: 06/2008

28th March 2008

To: all Planning Agencies and Planners

Please bring to the attention of all planners in your agency

REPS 4

New arrangements for applications and payments 

The European Commission have now confirmed the new rules for applications and payments under REPS 4.  There is no change in the rules for REPS 2 and REPS 3.

Single Anniversary Date for New Contracts

All REPS 4 contracts will have an anniversary date of 1 January.  For that reason, most new contracts in REPS 4 will be for more than five years.  A farmer with a new contract starting on 1st October 2008, for example, will be asked to submit a contract for five years and three months and 1st January 2009 will then become his or her anniversary date.

Joining REPS 4 and getting paid

1. Farmers with REPS 2 contracts ending on or before 31st August 2008
These farmers must submit 

their SPS application to Portlaoise by 15th May 2008;

the REPS application form (known as Form REPS 1) to the local AES Office of the Department by 15th May 2008;

a full REPS 4 farm plan to the local AES Office of the Department by 

31st July 2008. 

Payments

The REPS 4 payment in 2008 will relate to the number of months in 2008 covered by the farmer’s new contract.

Farmers who submit valid applications will receive 75% of their payment when all administrative checks for REPS and the Single Payment Scheme are completed.  In practice, this is likely to be in early autumn.

The remaining 25% payment will go out when the last of the year’s REPS on-farm inspections has taken place.  This means that these payments will be processed in December.

2. Farmers with REPS 2 contracts ending after 31st August and up to and including 30th November 2008

These farmers must submit 

their SPS application to Portlaoise by 15th May 2008

the REPS application form (known as Form REPS 1) to the local AES Office of the Department by 15th May 2008.

a full REPS 4 farm plan to the local AES Office of the Department by 

31st October 2008. 

Payments

The REPS 4 payment in 2008 will relate to the number of months in 2008 covered by the farmer’s new contract.

Farmers who submit valid applications will receive 75% of their payment when all administrative checks for REPS and the Single Payment Scheme are completed.  In practice, this will be in December.

The remaining 25% payment will go out when the last of the year’s REPS on-farm inspections has taken place.  This means that these payments will be processed in December.

3. Farmers whose REPS contracts ended before 1st January 2008 or New Applicants

These farmers must submit 

their SPS application to Portlaoise by 15th May 2008

the REPS application form (known as Form REPS 1) to the local AES Office of the Department by 15th May 2008.

a full REPS 4 farm plan to the local AES Office of the Department by 

15th May 2008.  

Payments

The REPS 4 payment in 2008 will relate to the number of months in 2008 covered by the farmer’s new contract.

Farmers who submit valid applications will receive 75% of their payment when all administrative checks for REPS and the Single Payment Scheme are completed.  In practice, this will be in early autumn.

The remaining 25% payment will go out when the last of the year’s REPS on-farm inspections has taken place.  This means that these payments will be processed in December.

4. Farmers whose existing REPS contracts will not finish in 2008, but who want to move over to REPS 4

These farmers must submit 

their SPS application to Portlaoise by 15th May 2008

the REPS application form (known as Form REPS 1) to the local AES Office of the Department by 15th May 2008.

a full REPS 4 farm plan to the local AES Office of the Department by 

15th May 2008.  

Payments

The REPS 4 payment in 2008 will relate to the number of months in 2008 covered by the farmer’s new contract.

Farmers who submit valid applications will receive 75% of their payment when all administrative checks for REPS and the Single Payment Scheme are completed.  In practice, this will be in early autumn.

The remaining 25% payment will go out when the last of the year’s REPS on-farm inspections has taken place.  This means that these payments will be processed in December.

Further information regarding REPS 4 may be obtained from the local AES office of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food. 

REPS 4 Applications on hand in AES Local Office

Approved and unpaid commencing in 2007

The REPS 4 payment in 2007 will relate to the number of months in 2007 covered by the farmer’s new contract and will be paid in two parts (75% and 25%) as soon as possible.

The Department will adjust the length of these contracts so that the anniversary date will become 1 January.  

Farmers must send their SPS application to Portlaoise by 15th May 2008.

Approved and unpaid commencing in 2008

These farmers must submit 

their SPS application to Portlaoise by 15th May 2008

Payments

The REPS 4 payment in 2008 will relate to the number of months in 2008 covered by the farmer’s new contract.

Farmers will receive 75% of their payment when all administrative checks for REPS and the Single Payment Scheme are completed.  In practice, this will be in early autumn.

The remaining 25% payment will go out when the last of the year’s REPS on-farm inspections has taken place.  This means that these payments will be processed in December.

Approved and part-paid commencing in 2007

Farmers have already received 75% of one full year’s payment.  The balancing 25% will issue as soon as possible.  The 2008 payment will be in respect of the number of months in 2008 for which they have not received payment.  For example a farmer who started a REPS 4 contract on 1 October 2007 will have been paid until 30 September 2008.  The 2008 payment will cover the three months to 31 December 2008.  The Department will adjust the length of these contracts so that the anniversary date will become 1 January.

Approved and fully paid commencing in 2007

The 2008 payment will be in respect of the number of months in 2008 for which the farmer has not received payment.  For example a farmer who started a REPS 4 contract on 1 October 2007 will have been paid until 30 September 2008.  The 2008 payment will cover the three months to 31 December 2008.  The Department will adjust the length of these contracts so that the anniversary date will become 1 January. 

Unapproved commencing in 2007

The REPS 4 payment in respect of 2007 will relate to the number of months in 2007 covered by the farmer’s new contract and will be paid in two parts (75% and 25%) as soon as possible.  For example, a farmer with a REPS 4 contract commencing on 1 October 2007 will be paid to cover the three months to 31 December 2007.  The Department will adjust the length of these contracts so that the anniversary date will become 1 January.

Unapproved commencing in 2008

These farmers must submit 

their SPS application to Portlaoise by 15th May 2008

Payments

The REPS 4 payment in 2008 will relate to the number of months in 2008 covered by the farmer’s new contract.

Farmers who submit valid applications will receive 75% of their payment when all administrative checks for REPS and the Single Payment Scheme are completed.  In practice, this will be in early autumn.

The remaining 25% payment will go out when the last of the year’s REPS on-farm inspections has taken place.  This means that these payments will be processed in December.

_________________________

Gerry Rice

Agricultural Structures Division
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