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On machairs, where fertiliser has not been applied in the past, none can be applied now.
However, where low levels of phosphorus have traditionally been applied on machairs, this may
continue, provided that the soil Phosphorus levels do not increase above their present levels or
in any event do not exceed Soil Index 2.

Pesticides and Herbicides
All spraying or broadcast application of herbicides must be avoided, but spot application and
wipe on treatment to eradicate docks, thistles and similar noxious weeds can be used.

Animal Treatments
Worm doses may be used normally, but animals which have been given pesticides the residues
of which persist in the dung must be kept off the dune for at least a week after treatment.  

Dumping and Infilling
The dumping of domestic or industrial refuse, farm wastes, rubble, rock, or any similar materials
which could disturb the natural environment by bringing in unsuitable nutrients or unsuitable
soils and seeds must be avoided.
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FARMING CONDITIONS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF CORNCRAKE HABITATS

Shannon Callows 
NOTE: These Farming conditions are supplementary conditions and will apply to areas where
corncrake habitat is found on the lands.

1. The total area on the designated part of the farm, which is managed for meadow, shall not
decrease during the period of the plan nor shall the area of meadow be less than the average
of the preceding 5 years.

2. Grazing shall not be permitted on the designated area after 15th March.

3. The meadow shall not be cut or topped before the 10th August. Other field operations
requiring the use of tractor machinery (fertilising, rolling, spraying, etc.) are not permitted
until the date of mowing. Field operations that do not require the use of tractor machinery
(such as hand spraying) are permitted.

4. The cutting dates in the 5-year farm plan shall be twice on the 10th August, twice on 1st
September and once on the 15th September. These dates will be allocated at the start of the
plan through consultation with the NPWS or their agents.

5. A top up scheme will be available at the discretion of the NPWS, which will allow for delaying
mowing up to 15thSeptember. 

6. The meadows should be mown annually except when floods make this impossible. 

7. Meadows must be cut by the “centre out” method (Figure 2.).  Details are available from
BWI/ NPWS.  Mower speed should be kept at a low enough speed (e.g. 4mph.) to allow
corncrakes to move away.

8. A 2.5 metre margin (Figure 1) must be left on both side of the meadow during cutting to
allow corncrakes to escape when mowing takes place. These margins can be left uncut until
the following year if wished but must be cut in the second year. On very narrow plots the
width can be modified in consultation with the NPWS or their agents.

9. Existing areas of tall early-growing vegetation (e.g. nettles, reed, cow parsley, iris but not
trees or shrubs) should be managed to provide cover every year.  

10. The NPWS or their agents must be notified at least 24 hours before the commencement of
cutting. 

Managing Corncrake Habitat Areas
The corncrake habitat area must be managed as follows:

CO
MOWING

Leave 2 Margins

FIGURE 1
On the callows, a margin should be left on both sides

FIGURE 2
Diagram Of Centre Out Mowing
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FARMING CONDITIONS FOR THE CONSERVATION OF RIVER SAC

Fertiliser in River SACs
In River SACs, no chemical fertiliser should be applied within 1.5 m of any watercourse.

In River SACs, the recommended buffer strip when spreading organic manures is up to 10 m
from streams and drains and up to 20 m from main river channels. Where SAC boundaries have
been reduced to 2.5 m, the relevant buffer is that under REPS/Cross Compliance: 5m for a surface
watercourse (3 m for open drains and narrow land parcels less than 50 m in width and less than
1 ha). 

Notifiable Actions
Current farming activities can continue without notification unless they involve any of the
following, which, as they may impact upon habitats, are notifiable actions (that is actions which
would require consultation and consent in advance):

� Reclamation, infilling or drainage (other than cleaning of drains)1 within 5 m of the
riverbank.

� Removal of trees; reseeding of lands where this has not been practiced for 10 years or
more; or afforestation.

� Ploughing or use of any pesticides where this has not been practiced for 10 years or more.
� Any use of pesticides (herbicide or insecticide) within 5 m of the riverbank.
� Intensification of current farming activity.
� Alteration of the banks, channel, bed or flow of the river.

Ploughing and REPS
In REPS, a minimum uncultivated margin from watercourses of 3 metres must be maintained. This
will extend to 5 metres where the SAC boundary is greater than 2.5 metres.

1 Cleaning of existing drains within SACs is not a notifiable action.
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APPENDIX E 
MILK PRODUCTION PARTNERSHIPS

1. Only Milk Production Partnerships where additional land is brought to the partnership (e.g.
two individual farm units that amalgamate) are eligible to participate in REPS. 
� Each partner must bring a minimum of 3 ha owned/leased land to the MPP/REPS plan. 
� Each partner must meet the eligibility criteria in section 6 in the REPS 4 Terms and

Conditions. 

2. One REPS plan for all lands owned /leased /rented and farmed by all the partners in the MPP. 

3. Each partner must declare in the MPP REPS plan all lands farmed by him or her. All lands
farmed must be farmed to the terms and conditions of REPS.

4. All lands leased/rented out from the MPP must be declared in the REPS plan.

5. Payment will only be made on owned/leased (excl. leased commonage) land that is included
in the MPP. 

6. REPS payment is paid directly to the partnership.  

7. Each member of the partnership must sign all documentation submitted to the Local AES
office. 

8. A MPP must run for 5 years from the commencement date of the REPS contract

9. Any change to the lands farmed or MPP agreement must be notified to the Local AES Division
office within 6 weeks. 

10. A certified copy of the valid MPP agreement must be available for inspection on request.  

11. MPP should complete Record Sheets as required under Measure 11 for all lands farmed and
all enterprises carried out by the partners in the MPP. 

12. All farm buildings must be maintained in accordance with Measures 1 and 8 and all lands
owned /leased /rented and farmed by the partnership must be maintained in good
agricultural and environmental condition. 
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APPENDIX F
BREED SOCIETIES

KERRY CATTLE SOCIETY OF IRELAND
Ms. Raymonde Hilliard,
Secretary,
Cahernane,
Killarney,
Co. Kerry.
064 31840
secretary@kerrycattle.ie

www.kerrycattle.ie

UK DEXTER CATTLE SOCIETY
Mrs Yvonne Froehlich,
Secretary
Dexter Cattle Society,
1st Floor
RASE Offices
Stoneleigh Park
Warks
CV8 2LZ
Tel: 02476 692300
mailto:secretary@dextercattle.co.uk

www.dextercattlesociety.co.uk

IRISH MOILED CATTLE SOCIETY 
Ms. Jane Light,
Secretary,
Irish Moiled Cattle Society,
7 The Terrace
Martinstown
Dorchester
Dorset
DT2 9JY  
0044 1305 889828  
mjlight@bun.com

www.irishmoiledcattlesociety.com

GALWAY SHEEP BREEDERS SOCIETY
Mr. Tom Murphy,
Assistant Secretary,
Shralea, 
Creagh, 
Co. Galway
090 9644233
teamurphy@eircom.net

CONNEMARA PONY BREEDERS SOCIETY
Ms.Niamh Philbin, 
Secretary,
The Showgrounds, 
Clifden, 
Co. Galway
095-21863
enquiries@cpbs.ie

www.cpbs.ie

IRISH DRAUGHT HORSE SOCIETY
Ms.Helen Kelly,
Secretary,
Derrynagara, 
Collinstown,
Co. Westmeath
044-61199
idhs@eircom.net

www.irishdraught.ie

THE KERRY BOG PONY
CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY

Dr. Leo Curran,
Cuilin,
Macetown,
Tara,
Co Meath.
info@kerrybogpony.ie

www.kerrybogpony.ie
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The relevant REPS Record Sheets must be used as the basis for calculating, for the period in
question, the number of LU’s eligible for payment under this measure.   

1 Livestock Unit (L.U.) Equivalents  
Cattle below 6 months 0.4 LU
Cattle 6 months – 2 years 0.6 LU
Cattle over 2 years (including cows) 1.0 LU
Equines over 6 months 1.0 LU
Ewe (+/-Lambs at foot) 0.15 LU
Ram 0.15 LU 
Ewe Lamb (6 mths-1 year intended/ 0.10 LU  
Kept for breeding)

1 The above Livestock Units equivalents apply when an animal is kept for a full year. Payment under this supplementary

measure will be made at the end of the recording year based on the monthly average over the recording year.

Bovines: 
All female bovines less than 2 years of age are eligible to be included for payment. An adult
female (over 2 years of age) must be mated to a purebred male of the same breed at each mating
and must (have produced offspring at least once in the previous 2 recording years) produce
offspring at least once every 2 years to qualify for payment, otherwise these adult females will
be excluded from the calculation of average LU’s over the year. All male bovines less than 3 years
of age are eligible to be included for payment. Male bovines over 3 years of age may be included
for payment up to a maximum of 1 bull per 5 cows.       
A bovine registered in the main section (in any class), or the supplementary section of the
herdbook is eligible for payment.

Equines: 
It is a legal requirement that all equines have a passport (not a foal certificate) (see bullets
below), therefore. All equines must have a passport (not a foal certificate) to be eligible for
payment in this measure. All registered female and male equines between 6 months and 3 years
of age are eligible to be included for payment. An adult female (over 3 years of age) must be
mated to a purebred male of the same breed at each mating and must (have produced registered
offspring at least once in the previous 2 years) produce offspring at least once every 2 years to
qualify for payment, otherwise these adult females will be excluded from the calculation of
average LU’s over the year. All breeding stallions over three years of age will be eligible for
payment.

� Irish Draught Horse breed: Animals with a breed code RID, ID and AID animals may be
eligible for payment.

� Connemara pony breed: Animals in Classes 1, 2, 3 and 4 may be eligible for payments. 
� Kerry Bog Pony breed: Animals in Classes 1, 2, 3 and 4 may be eligible for payment.

Ovines: 
All female ovines between 6 months of age and one year of age are eligible for payment. An
adult female (over 1 year of age) must be mated to a purebred male of the same breed at each
mating and must (have produced offspring at least once in the previous 2 recording years)
produce offspring at least once every 2 years to qualify for payment, otherwise these adult
females will be excluded from the calculation of average LU’s over the year.  Male ovines under
1 year of age are not eligible for payment. Male ovines over 1 year of age may be included for
payment up to a maximum of 1 ram per 5 adult ewes.     

Documentary evidence of registration/birth notification as appropriate and identification of the
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animal on which aid is being claimed must be retained for inspection by the Department.  
� The planner must indicate in the agri-environmental plan if this Supplementary Measure

is being applied for. 
� The applicant must remain a member of the breed society for the period of the plan.
� It is the responsibility of the applicant to declare the average livestock units eligible for

payment under SM3 from the farm record sheets and record this figure on the REPS 1C.
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APPENDIX G
USEFUL TABLES
Estimated Straw Bedding requirements for the different classes of livestock (average weight of
animals) to absorb all animal waste – no excess urine discharge from bedding

THE ABOVE TABLE SETS OUT THE STRAW REQUIREMENT TO ABSORB ALL URINE IN STANDARD
4X4 ROUND BALES WEIGHING 137.7 KG AND CONVENTIONAL SMALL SQUARE BALES

WEIGHING 16.5KG. REFER TO THE TABLE BELOW TO CALCULATE THE NUMBER OF BALES
REQUIRED FOR OTHER BALE SIZES OR DENSITIES.

Type of Animal
Straw Usage

Kg/week
Urine absorbed

Litres/week

Bales usage per week to ensure
to see page

Volume of
FYMm3/week/

head 
(where allowed to
accumulate under

stock)

Small Square
Bales

(weighing 16.5kg)

4x4 Standard
Round Bale

(weighing 137.7
kg)

Dairy Cow 55 137 3.3 bales/ cow 1 bale per 2.5
cows

0.700

Suckler Cow 49 122 3 bales / cow 1 bale per 2.8
cows

0.623

Beef Cattle (450
Kg L.W.)

46 116 2.8 bales / animal 1 bale per 3
animals

0.575

Young Cattle250
Kg L.W.

26 65 1.6 bales / animal 1 bale per 5.3
animals

0.324

Calf140 Kg L.W. 15 38 0.91 bales /
animal

1 bale / 9.2
animals

0.187

Lowland Ewe 7 16 0.43 bales per
animal

1 bale per 19.6
animals

0.077

Mountain Ewe 4 10 0.25 bales per
animal

1 bale per 34.4
animals

0.046

Lambs - Finishing 3 8 0.2 bales per
animal

1 bale per
45.9animals

0.030

Horses * 28 39 1.7 bales per
animal

1 bale per 4.9
animals

0.59*

Horses * 84 39 5.1 bales per
animal

1 bale per 1.6
animals

1.47*

Goat 1.4 3.4 1 bale per 11.8
animals

1 bale per 98.3
animals

0.026
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Straw Bale Densities1 (2003 Data)

1 SOURCE: Teagasc

Density and Absorbency of Selected Bedding Materials

Where straw or shredded newspaper is used as litter and the bedding is allowed to accumulate
under the stock it is suggested that a reduction of half the original volume be applied in
calculating the storage volume required.*There is no accumulation and therefore no compaction
in the case of horse manure.  

Round Balers High Density Square Conventional

Standard
Round

Large Round Big Square Medium
square

Medium small Small Square

Size (m)

1.25
X 

1.25

1.55
x 

1.25

1.29 
x 

1.25
x 

2.4

0.85 
x

0.85
x 

2.4

0.9 
x 

0.6 
x 

2.4

0.36
x 

0.46
x 

0.9

Volume (m3) 1.53 2.36 3.87 1.734 1.34 0.15

Avg
Density(kg/m3) 90 90 150 150 140 110

Avg Weight
(kg) 137.7 212.4 580.5 260.1 187.6 16.5

Normal range
Low Density

(kg/m3) 80 80 140 141 130 90

Low Weight
(kg) 122.4 188.8 541.8 244.494 174.2 13.5

High Density
(kg/m3) 120 120 175 175 170 130

High Weight
(kg) 183.6 283.2 677.25 303.45 227.8 19.5

Materials
Bulk Density

Kg/m3
Net Water Absorbency in Litres/Kg of

bedding

Baled Straw 130 2.5

Chopped Straw 109 2.5

Loose Straw 64 2.5

Newspaper – shredded and baled 190 3.3

Sawdust (dry) 192 2.5

Sawdust (moist) 215 1.9

Peat - sphagnum (baled) 500 3.5

Peat - sphagnum (loose) 210 3.5

Peat - Fen (loose) 300 1.75

Wood shavings (softwood) 190 1.5
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APPLICATION PERIODS FOR CHEMICAL FERTILISERS, ORGANIC FERTILISERS AND FYM

Storage Period Prohibited Application Periods

Zones
Chemical
Fertiliser

Organic
Fertilisers

Farmyard
Manure

A Carlow, Cork, Dublin,

Kildare, Kilkenny, Laois,

Offaly, Tipperary,

Waterford, Wexford,

Wicklow

16 weeks
15th Sept – 

12th Jan
15stOct –
12thJan

1st Nov – 
12th Jan

B Clare, Galway, Kerry,

Limerick, Longford,

Louth, Mayo, Meath,

Roscommon, Sligo,

Westmeath

18 weeks
15th Sept – 

15th Jan
15th Oct–
15thJan

1st Nov – 
15th Jan

C Donegal, Leitrim 20 weeks
15th Sept – 

31st Jan
15th Oct –

31stJan
1st Nov – 
31st Jan

D Cavan, Monaghan 22 weeks
15th Sept – 

31st Jan
15th Oct –

31stJan
1st Nov – 
31st Jan
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NOTES
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