








Guidelines for existing REPS 2 participants that wish to transform to REPS 3





What do I have to do to transform to REPS 3?





On the anniversary date of the commencement of your REPS 2 plan, the Department will issue your REPS 1C 2000 and a REPS 3 DEC. You will have two options at this stage:





Option 1





You must submit your REPS 1C 2000 and remain in your REPS 2 contract at the existing payment rates.





Option 2





You must submit the REPS 3 DEC together with a REPS 3 2X detailing the additional biodiversity options that you will undertake (at least two). If you avail of this option you will be awarded a new 5-year contract at the new payment rates. The new 5-year contract will be effective from your anniversary date and you will have to submit a full REPS 3 agri-environmental plan together with new soil samples by the date specified on the REPS 3 DEC. 





Can I submit a full REPS 3 plan with my REPS 3 DEC?





Yes. All supporting documentation must be submitted within the timeframe submitted on the REPS 3 DEC.





What is a REPS 3 DEC?





A REPS 3 DEC is an application for a new 5-year contract under the terms and conditions of REPS 3. 





What is a REPS 3 2X?





A REPS 3 2X is a document detailing the additional biodiversity measures that you will undertake to avail of REPS 3. It will include the requirements and schedule of works for the options you have chosen. 





Do I have to consult my REPS planner?





The REPS 3 DEC has to be signed by your REPS planner and the REPS 3 2X must be completed by your REPS planner.





How long do I have to submit my REPS 3 DEC and REPS 3 2X?





The documents must be submitted in the three-month period following the end of your recording year. The date for submission will be printed on the bottom of the REPS 3 DEC.





What are the Biodiversity measures that will have to be completed?





There is a list of the biodiversity measures in this handout with a brief description of what is required. You must undertake at least two of the bio-diversity measures one of which must be from the Category 1 list. You are free to select additional biodiversity measures but you will not receive any additional payment.








I have leased land included in my existing REPS 2 contract can I transform to REPS 3?





If you have leased land, the un-expired period of the lease will have to cover the full period of the new 5-year contract if you want to receive REPS payments on the leased land.





Will I have to get new Soil Samples?





New soil samples will be required when the full REPS 3 plan is being submitted.





�



Are there any Supplementary Measures in REPS 3?





Yes – as follows 





Corncrake Habitats. - Maintain/manage lands identified as suitable breeding sites for the corncrake.


Traditional Irish Orchards. – Create and maintain an orchard with specific apple varieties traditional to Ireland.


Conservation of Animal Genetic Resources - Rear animals of specific breeds traditional to Ireland, that are in danger of being lost to farming


Riparian Zones – Exclude from agricultural production a strip of land along a designated waterway


LINNET Habitat. - Maintain small scale cereal plots with the objective of providing a food source and a mosaic of habitats, in order to benefit bird species in decline.


Organic Farming. – There are also some changes in the existing Organic Supplementary Measure.





. 


Full details of the requirements are available on the Department’s WEB site 





http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/index.jsp?file=areasofi/reps3/reps3.xml








If I want to transform can I avail of a Supplementary Measures?





If you wish to avail of a Supplementary Measure, you will have to have a full agri-environmental plan prepared including the Supplementary Measure.





If I acquire additional land can I get paid on it in REPS 3?





You should notify the local AES office within 6 weeks of acquiring the additional land. A new full agri-environmental plan including the additional land must be submitted to the local AES office in the 6-week period preceding your anniversary date in order for the land to qualify for payment. 


�
Category 1 Options Table 





Measure number and title�
Commitment required�
�
4A. Creation of a New Habitat 


�
Farmers participating in Option 4A must maintain a minimum of 0.2 hectares or 4% of their contract area whichever is the greater subject to a maximum area of 0.8 hectares as land allocated for habitat use. Suggested locations include areas peripheral to the farming activity that are not existing habitats, areas along existing linear features, for example a weak hedgerow. The area of any individual plot identified must be a minimum of 0.2 hectares, and have a minimum width of five metres. �
�
5A.  Hedge rejuvenation (Coppicing and laying) 


�
Farmers participating in Option 5A�xe "Option 5A"� must rejuvenate a minimum of 2 metres of hedgerow per hectare annually through either coppicing�xe "coppicing"� or laying�xe "laying"� on a maximum of 20 hectares of their contract area ie a maximum of 40m annually. Half of this work must be completed by the end of the second year of the REPS contract, with the remainder completed by the end of the fourth year. �
�
5B. New Hedgerow Establishment�
Farmers participating in Option 5B�xe "Option 5B"� must plant a minimum of 3 metres of hedgerow per hectare annually on a maximum of 20 hectares of their contract area ie a maximum of 60m annually. New hedgerow planting includes the establishment of new hedgerows�xe "hedgerows"� and the establishment of hedgerows along remnant field boundaries.�xe "boundaries"� Half of the work must be completed by the end of the second year of the REPS contract with the remainder completed by the end of the fourth year. �
�
5C. Additional Stonewall maintenance 


�
Farmers participating in Option 5C�xe "Option 5C"� must maintain an additional 3 metres of stonewall per hectare annually in excess of the basic requirement of Measure 5, on a maximum of 20 hectares of their contract area. Half of this work must be completed by the end of the second year of the REPS contract with the remainder completed by the end of the fourth year.�
�
9A.Green Cover �
Farmers participating in Option 9A, must maintain a minimum of 14 hectares of contract area green cover�xe "green cover"� to qualify as a Category One Option. Alternatively, if a minimum of 7 hectares of contract area is maintained, this Option is classed as a Category Two Option. �
�
9B. Environmental management of setaside. �
Farmers participating in Option 9B, must maintain as setaside�xe "setaside"�, a minimum of 0.3 hectares or 10% of their contract area, subject to a maximum required area of 4.0 hectares whichever is the higher. To participate in this Option, farmers must have a minimum of 7 hectares of arable land in tillage crops or setaside. �
�
9C. Arable margins�
Increase width of arable margins to 3m. Margin can be managed. Minimum of 74m margin/ha. Minimum 14 ha of arable land�
�
Category 2 Options Table





Measure number and title�
Commitment required�
�
2A. Traditional Hay Meadows 


�
Farmers choosing this option must maintain a minimum of 0.4 hectares or 8% of their contract area whichever is the greater, subject to a maximum area of 1.6 hectares as a traditional hay meadow. �
�
2B. Species Rich Grassland  


�
Farmers choosing this option must maintain a minimum of 0.4 hectares or 8% of their contract area whichever is the greater, subject to a maximum area of 1.6 hectares as a species rich grassland. �
�
3A. Increase watercourse margin �
The application of pesticides and chemical fertilizers within 2.5m of watercourses is prohibited. Access by bovines to within 2.5m of watercourses must be prohibited before the first year of the plan and thereafter. Fences must be a minimum of 2.5m from the top of the bank of the watercourse.  �
�
3B: Exclude all bovine access to watercourses


�
Farmers choosing this option, drinking access to all watercourses is prohibited. A minimum of two piped troughs per farm must be provided in fields adjoining the watercourse(s) in question.�
�
4B. Broadleaved planting �
Farmers participating in Option 4B, must plant a minimum of 1 broadleaved tree per hectare of contract area up to 40 hectares.�
�
4C. Nature Corridors: �
Farmers participating in Option 4C must maintain grass field margins�xe "grass field margins"� a minimum of 2.5 metres wide from all pasture field boundaries. �
�
7A. Increase in Archaeological site and Historical Buffer margins �
Farmers choosing Option 7A�xe "Option 7A"� must maintain a minimum buffer margin of 30 metres in grassland�xe "grassland"� and 7.5 metres in tillage�xe "tillage"� land. �
�
7B. Archaeological Site access.  �
To qualify for Option 7B�xe "Option 7B"�, there must be one site detailed in the Record of Monuments and Places on the farm which is publicly accessible. The participant is required to maintain the site litter�xe "litter"� free and to maintain the public access points to the site. The Minister shall not be liable for any public liability claims relating to the lands the subject of this Option. �
�
8A. Landscaping around the farmyard 


�
Farmers with less than 10 hectares of contract area choosing Option 8A must landscape with trees or shrubs a minimum of 500m2 of land area surrounding or adjacent to the farmyard with at least 25 plants. Farmers with more than 10 hectares of contract area choosing Option 8A must landscape a minimum area of 1000m2 with at least 50 plants. The work must be completed by the end of year 2.�
�
9A.Green Cover �
Farmers participating in Option 9A, must maintain a minimum of 7 hectares of contract area green cover�xe "green cover"� to qualify as a Category two Option. �
�
9C. Arable margins�
Increase width of arable margins to 3m. Margin can be managed. Minimum of 74m margin/ha. Minimum 7 ha of arable land�
�






