





Circular 25/01





To each RI, AS, RDE, District Superintendent 





To All Approved REPS Planning Agencies.





May 9, 2001


Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)





Emergency Measures for Prevention of Foot and Mouth Disease





The Department has reviewed the Emergency Measures in place for the Rural Environment Protection Scheme in response to the threat of Foot and Mouth Disease. The following Measures will apply.


 


REPS 1C application for payment





These Measures have been approved in the exceptional circumstances to avoid the application of penalties for late submission of the REPS 1C and only apply to the clients covered by this Circular, Circular 13/01 and Circular 21/01.





Clients with anniversary dates of the 1st of April 2001 and the REPS 1C should be lodged by 31/05/01.





The Department will be writing to clients in this category that have not lodged a REPS 1C to date advising that in circumstances where the planner is unable to complete the farm visit by 31/5/01, the Department is prepared to accept the REPS 1C without planner certification. The REPS 1C must be lodged before 31st May 2001 to avoid penalty for late application.





Clients with anniversary dates of the 1st of May 2001 and the REPS 1C should be lodged by 30/06/01.





With effect from 11th May 2001, REPS planners will be in a position to recommence farm visits. Any REPS 1C forms submitted for the anniversary date of 1st May without planner certification should be returned to the participant with a letter stating that planner certification is required.





These Measures apply only to the cases outlined above. District Superintendents should note “Circular 24/01 applies” on REPS 5 payment forms where these Measures apply.





REPS 1CX cases.





Participants accepted into the Scheme after 30/7/99 having completed a REPS 1X to join REPS 2. (Plan commenced 1/12/99 and anniversary date of 1/12/00)





The Department issued a REPS 2 1CX advising clients in the above category that a new 5 year plan to REPS 2 specifications must be submitted to the Department by 31/3/01. Circular 13/01 extended this deadline to 30/4/01 and Circular 21/01 further extended the deadline to 31/5/01 with some exceptions.





The deadline is now being extended to 30/6/01 to allow planners carry out the farm visits. This will be the final deadline for submission of plans.				Continued on Reverse





Participants accepted into the Scheme after 30/7/99 having completed a REPS 1X to join REPS 2. (Plan commenced 1/1/00 and anniversary date of 1/1/01)





The Department issued a REPS 2 1CX advising clients in the above category that a new 5 year plan to REPS 2 specifications must be submitted to the Department by 30/4/01.  Circular 21/01 extended this deadline to 31/5/01. 





The deadline is now being extended to 30/6/01 to allow planners carry out the farm visits. This will be the final deadline for submission of plans.





Participants awarded new contracts for additional land or SMA in 2000 having completed a REPS 1X to join REPS 2. (Plans commenced 1/2/00 (26 cases), 1/3/00 (31 cases), 1/4/00 (49 cases) and with anniversary dates of 1/2/01, 1/3/01 and 1/4/01)





The deadline is now being extended to 30/6/01 to allow planners carry out the farm visits. This will be the final deadline for submission of plans.





If you need any clarification or have any queries please contact the John Ryan, Danny O’Brien or Lorcan O’Shea in Agricultural Structures Division @ 053 63400.








______________							________________


Gerry Rice								John Flannery


Agricultural Structures Division					RDE Group





