Circular 26/01

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

Copy to each RI, AS, DS and RDE Inspector

10 May 2001

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

Resumption of On Farm Visits and Foot and Mouth Disease Protocols 

All approved planning agencies must ensure that all planners attached to the agency are fully aware of the contents of this circular and the attached protocols before they resume on farm visits under the REP Scheme.

In accordance with the recommendations of the Expert Group advising the Minister on Foot and Mouth Disease approved REPS planners may resume on-farm visits as an from Friday May 11, 2001 subject to strict adherence to the attached protocols.

Planners should fully familiarise themselves with the protocol provisions which set out the precautionary and disinfectant procedures to be followed.  Particular attention is drawn to the requirement to keep records of all farm visits and the reporting of suspicious symptoms.  

In view of the serious implications of Foot and Mouth Disease the Department strongly recommends that protective clothing be worn in all circumstances where REPS planners enter onto lands.

Planners are advised that observance of the protocols is mandatory and shall form part of the conditions of approval for all REPS planners.  The protocols shall be read in conjunction with the existing policy document entitled “Requirements for REPS Planners and Planning Agencies” as published on 27 November 2000.

The protocols will remain in force until further notice from the Department.

Warnings to Planners/Planning Agencies

The importance of ensuring that the terms of the protocols are complied with cannot be overemphasised and is a matter to which the Department attaches the utmost importance.

Where it is established that an approved REPS planner is in breach of the protocol a warning may issue to the planner and the planning agency, or, if deemed appropriate by the Department, may lead to immediate suspension of approval of the planner and the planning agency.  
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