Circular 37/01

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

Copy to each RI, AS, DS and RDE Inspector

9th July 2001

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

REPS 1A/1B forms for REPS 2

Please find attached the REPS 1A and 1B forms to be used for REPS 2.

REPS 1A 2000

This form should be used to notify the Department, within 6 weeks, of any short term renting of lands, buildings and grazing. It must be completed and signed by the farmer and the planner and submitted to the local Farm Development Services office.

REPS 1AB 2000

This form should be used to notify the Department, within 6 weeks, of any change to the contracted area. It must be completed and signed by the farmer. An amended plan will be required before the anniversary date.

REPS 1AC 2000

This form should be used to notify the Department, within 6 weeks, of the sale of sites under 1 hectare. It should be submitted to the local Farm Development Services office with a revised map with the site clearly identified. It should also be used for changes from tillage crop area to grassland or vice versa. A revised plan will only be necessary where changes exceed 10% of the area farmed. 

The penalty in REPS 2 for non-submission of the required REPS1A within the specified period is 20%.

REPS 1B 2000

This form should be used to notify the Department of inter farm waste movement. It should be submitted to the local Farm Development Services office

Soil Samples for 1X participants

In cases where REPS 1X participants had soil samples taken in the two years preceding the signing of the original REPS 1 plan, the soil samples are valid for a further three years. However, during the third year of the new REPS 2 plan, a set of new samples must be taken on the same areas previously sampled (provided the farm was sampled correctly the first time) and the results submitted with an amended plan at the start of their 4th year in REPS 2 i.e. anniversary dates in 2004.

Planners submitting plans in accordance with REPS 2 specifications for these participants should outline the requirement for a new soil sample set in the section ‘Comments by Planner’. The requirement to take new soil samples and amend the plan before the start of year 4 in REPS 2 should be clearly notified to the farmer.

Soil sample results issued by ‘AID Laboratories Ltd’ (now Aire Laboratories) should be treated similarly in that they are valid for a further three years i.e. prior to anniversary dates in 2004. Then new soil samples must be analysed by laboratories approved under REPS 2.
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