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9th July 2001

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

Procedures for submission of new plans for REPS 2 contracts

The following procedures apply for existing REPS participants applying for new contracts under REPS 2. 

Definition of Additional land. Additional land is land that an existing participant purchases, leases or inherits in the course of his contract. Owned land that was leased out at the commencement of the existing contract and reverts back in to the REPS holding will qualify as additional land. Land included in a REPS plan and ineligible for payment on grounds of title and for which title is obtained will also qualify as additional land. The participant has the following options

The client must notify the Department on a REPS 1A form of the change in area within 6 weeks of the date of change. The client may continue with his existing contract but will not receive any additional payment on the additional land. An amended plan must be submitted before his anniversary date including the additional land.

Or

The client must notify the Department on a REPS 1A form of the change in area within 6 weeks of the date of change. The client may apply for a new 5-year contract by submitting a new agri-environmental plan, REPS 1F 2000 and soil samples. Only plans submitted in the 6 week period preceding the anniversary date of the existing plan will be accepted for processing.  Plans submitted before this period will be returned and plans submitted after the anniversary date will not be eligible for a new contract. Subject to approval of the new plan, increased payments will apply from the anniversary date.

Transforming REPS 1 contracts to REPS 2. 

The REPS 2 scheme allows participants in REPS 1 (EC Regulation 2078/92) who have not completed their existing five-year contract to transform their commitment into a new five-year contract under REPS 2 (EC Regulation 1257/1999) provided

such a transfer is definitely beneficial to the environment and the existing commitment is significantly enhanced.

Only plans submitted in the 6 week period preceding the anniversary date of the existing plan will be accepted for processing. Plans submitted before this period will be returned and plans submitted after the anniversary date will not be eligible for a new contract.
A minimum requirement will be that the same area of land will be farmed under the new transformed contract. The conditions that pertain to the disposal of land will apply to land not included in the new agri-environmental plan, i.e. land not continued in the new contract will be subject to recoupment on a pro-rata basis on aid already paid in REPS 1 on the land discontinued in REPS 2. 
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