Circular No.  58/01

To each RI, AS, DS and RDE Inspector.

To all approved Planning Agencies

24 August, 2001

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

Amendments to the Agri-Environmental Specifications For REPS 2000 as Published on 27 November 2000

Planning Agencies should bring the contents of this circular to the attention of all approved REPS planners attached to the Agency.

This circular shall be read in conjunction with the Agri-Environmental Specifications for REPS 2000 and the amendments set out hereunder shall apply to all REPS plans submitted to the Department on or after July 1, 2000

The first two paragraphs page 9 of the REPS 2000 Agri-Environmental Specifications under the heading “Integration of Forestry and REPS” are deleted and 

replaced with the following text

“Planners shall identify areas suitable for forestry during preparatory work for REPS plans.  The planner shall identify areas of the farm appropriate for afforestation on environmental, agricultural, forestry and socio-economic grounds.  Any such areas so identified shall be notified to the Forest Service.”

Any afforestation of land shall be designed to provide additional environmental benefits to offer greater habitat area overall, and to enhance biodiversity,”

The existing text on page 33 relating to Measure 4 – Retain Wildlife Habitats, which reads 

“Such areas shall be identified on the map and included in the Agri-Environmental plan.

The following practices shall not be carried out:”

is amended to read

“Such areas shall be identified on the map and included in the Agri-Environmental plan.

The following practices shall not be carried out on any of the above listed habitats:”

            And

First indent which reads

      -      “Afforestation other than forestry approved in accordance with the forestry

              measure of the Rural Development Plan under Regulation 1257/1999.”  

Is amended to read

· “Afforestation”

     and 

Last indent which reads

· “Burning of growing vegetation on land between April 1st and August 30th”

is amended to read

-   “Burning of growing vegetation on land between March 1st and August 31st”
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