Circular No.  66/01

To all REPS Planning Agencies

Copy to each RI, AS, DS and RDE.

05 November 2001

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

The following conditions apply to participants in the Rural Environment Protection Scheme that were de-stocked as a result of the Foot and Mouth Disease Control Measures implemented by the Department. 

Farmers Currently in REPS (approaching their anniversary dates) and Fully De-stocked: 

The REPS agri-environmental plan is a 5-year plan. Payment is made annually in advance.

If a farmer was fully de-stocked as a consequence of the Foot and Mouth cull, then the following applies:

· The farmer remains in REPS.

· His/her existing agri-environmental Plan requires amendment to reflect the average number of stock for the forthcoming year and any consequent effects on the nutrient management aspects of the plan. If appropriate the intention to increase stock numbers should be stated in “Comments by Planner”. The amended plan should be submitted no earlier than 6 weeks before the anniversary date.

· If in the course of the next year, average stock numbers vary by greater than the 10% allowed, i.e. increasing stock numbers, an amended plan will then be required prior to the next anniversary date, to reflect these changes.

Farmers Currently in REPS and Partially De-stocked
The procedure as detailed above also applies.

Farmers Partially or Fully De-stocked who wish to join REPS 2

There is no impediment to these farmers joining REPS 2. These farmers should have an agri-

environmental plan drawn up which reflects their existing farming situation. The average number of stock for Year 1 should be used and all nutrient management calculations based on this figure.

As before, if the stock numbers increase by greater than 10% during course of the year, then an amended plan to reflect these changes will be required prior to the anniversary date.

Farmers who buy in Cattle following sheep de-stocking

If a farmer who has been de-stocked of sheep buys in cattle as a temporary measure, (for the summer of 2001 only), then no amended plan is needed in this case. A REPS 1 A should be used to inform the Department. An amended plan will be required if re-stocking is going to take place on a phased basis, as detailed above.

Farmers whose anniversary date fell on or before November 1st 2001

As the Department did not fully clarify the issue, the practice of submitting a REPS 1C for these participants together with a covering note/note in comments by Planner will be accepted. These participants will require an amended plan before their next anniversary date as detailed above. For subsequent anniversary dates, amended plans (if appropriate) are required before the anniversary date.

If overwintering cattle (instead of sheep), care should be taken to ensure that all REPS specifications are complied with.
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