Circular no. 68/01

11 October 2001

To all REPS Planning Agencies

(copy to all Regional Inspectors, RDE Inspectors, District Superintendents)

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS 2000)

Preparation of own plan / plans for family members

It has come to the Department’s attention that approved REPS planners / planning agencies / environmentalists have prepared agri-environmental plans on their own behalf or on behalf of a ‘family member’.

The Department is not in a position to accept such applications. It is the Department’s view that the role and responsibilities of a REPS planner / planning agency, which include certification of annual payments and record sheets, would preclude any individual from preparing a plan on his or her own behalf. Because of the potential conflict of interest inherent in this situation, the Department is not prepared to accept a plan drawn up by a planner / planning agency on behalf of a family member - defined in the Scheme conditions dated 27 November 2000 as:

“FAMILY MEMBER shall mean Spouse, Parent, Brother, Sister, Son, Daughter, Grandchild or favoured nephew/niece”. 

Where such new applications are received, the application will be returned to the applicant who will be informed that it cannot be accepted. Should the applicant wish to reapply for REPS 2000, a new application must be made to the Department’s local office, including an agri-environmental plan prepared by an approved REPS planner / planning agency outside the family member definition quoted above, which meets all aspects of the Scheme Specifications.

 

Where an applicant has already been accepted into the Scheme and where it is found that the plan / application has been prepared by a planner on his or her own behalf or on behalf of a family member as defined above, the applicant’s participation may continue subject to:

a. certification of the next annual application / record sheets by an approved REPS planner / planning agency outside the ‘family member’ definition quoted above and

b. an amended agri-environmental plan must be submitted by an approved REPS planner / planning agency outside the ‘family member’ definition quoted above before the next anniversary date.

Should you have any queries in relation to this circular, please contact the undersigned at 053 63400.
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Richard Gregg

Agricultural Structures

