Circular 73/01

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

Copy to each RI, AS, DS and RDE Inspector

05 November 2001

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS) 

and Early Retirement Scheme (ERS)

Eligibility of REPS participants for the Early Retirement Scheme

Participants cannot be in REPS and ERS at the same time.

The terms and conditions governing the Rural Environment Protection Scheme state 

that where during the period of an agri-environmental plan, a participant sells or otherwise transfers all or part of their farm to another person and where the plan is not continued, the transferor will be required to re-imburse all of the aid paid. The only exception is where he/she has three year of the plan completed and has definitely ceased farming and it is not feasible for the successor to continue the plan. Participants intending to apply for ERS should notify the local Farm Development Services office in writing of their intention to withdraw from REPS at the earliest possible opportunity. REPS payments are made in advance and participants intending to join ERS should be made fully aware of this fact when completing the annual REPS 1C form.

Under the terms and conditions of REPS, the local Farm Development Services Office of the Department must be notified within 6 weeks of any changes in the area farmed. In cases where the agri-environmental plan is being continued by the transferee, an amended plan in the transferees name and a signed undertaking to continue the plan must be lodged in the local Farm Development Office within six weeks of the date of transfer or sale of the land. 

The Department of Agriculture cross checks all applications for the Early Retirement Scheme to ensure that they are not participating in REPS. In cases where it is found that the ERS applicant is in REPS, the ERS application will be processed in the normal way but will not be put into payment until the REPS situation has been regularised. 
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