Circular No 83/01

To each RI, AS, DS and RDE Inspector
To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

November 26, 2001

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

Administrative Penalties under REPS 2

REPS 1C 2000 forms, record sheets and an advice letter will be issued to REPS 2 participants whose anniversary falls on 1/12/2001 before the end of this month. Samples of the REPS 1C 2000 and standard letter are attached. On the new REPS 1C 2000, details of the lands held by the farmer as stated in the agri-environmental plan will be included. These areas should be verified with the farmer when planners sign the REPS 1C 2000.

The following details the Administrative penalties that apply for REPS 2 participants only. Please note the changes that apply for late submission of REPS 1C form.

Late lodgement of application 

Except in cases of force majeure a penalty of 1% per working day will apply to applications for second and subsequent year payments lodged after the deadline for receipt of such application. (two months from anniversary date)   

If the delay amounts to more than 25 working days the application shall be deemed inadmissible and no aid shall be granted for the recording year to which the application relates. After this period, a REPS 1C 2000 is still required by the Department to allow the farmer to remain in the Scheme.
Area under declared

Where the area actually determined is found to be greater than that declared in the application the area declared shall be used for the calculation of aid.

Area over declared
If the area actually determined is found to be less than that declared, the area actually determined on inspection shall be used for calculation of aid.  However, except in cases of force majeure, the area actually determined on inspection shall be reduced by twice the difference found if this is more than 3% or two hectares but not more than 20% of the determined area.  If the difference found is more than 20% of the determined area no aid shall be granted.  Additionally, in all cases where it is found that aid has already been paid on an over declared area such aid shall be reimbursed.

Penalties for over or under declaration of land shall not apply if the farmer can show that the determination of the area was accurately based on information recognised by the competent authority.

REPS 1A (notification of change in area, short term renting) not lodged within specified periods


20%. 

Revised Plan not submitted before anniversary date







30%        

Records sheets not kept as prescribed.








100%

If you have any queries or require further information concerning this circular please contact John Ryan at (053) 63400.
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Dave Beehan

Agricultural Structures Division                                             
RDE Group
