Circular 21/02

To each REPS Planning Agency

4 July 2002

Rural Environment Protection Scheme

New Procedure for REPS appeals

The Agriculture Appeals Regulations 2002, signed by the Minister for Agriculture Food & Rural Development and implementing the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001, came into effect on 13th May 2002.

From 13th May 2002, any decision given by an officer of the Minister in respect of a person’s entitlement under any of the Schemes set out in the Schedule to the Act (including REPS) which is notified to that person on or after the commencement of these Regulations may be appealed to the new Agriculture Appeals Office.

Decisions taken by the Department prior to 13th May can be appealed under the existing regulations for a period of three months after that date: i.e. to 12th August 2002.

The Department has agreed to retain the existing local appeal systems for the time being and participants will continue to have a right to a 1st appeal (e.g. appeal to local FDS office). If the 1st local appeal is unsuccessful, the procedure for further appeal will be as follows:

Department decisions notified ON or AFTER 13th May 2002

An appeal may be made to the 

Agriculture Appeals Office, PO Box 5, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. 

Phone:
0502 - 67167 / 67169
or
lo-call 1890 - 671671

The appeal must be made in writing within three months of the date of the notification of the decision. The appeal must include the facts and contentions upon which the appellant intends to rely together with such documentary evidence that he/she wishes to submit in support of the appeal.

Department decisions notified BEFORE 13th May 2002

Where the last / most recent decision had been notified to a participant prior to 13th May 2002, the Regulations provide for it to be appealed under the existing arrangements for a period of three months after 13th May 2002.

Appeals may be made to 

REPS Appeals, Dept of Agriculture and Food, Johnstown Castle, Co. Wexford. 

The appeal must be made in writing by 12th August 2002. The appeal must include the facts and contentions upon which the appellant intends to rely together with such documentary evidence that he/she wishes to submit in support of the appeal. 

Please note that the final date for receipt of any appeal for consideration by the REPS Appeals Committee is 12th August 2002. Under no circumstances will appeals be accepted after that date.

The Agriculture Appeals Regulations 2002 specifies that appeal decisions of the REPS Appeals Committee given after the commencement of the Regulations (i.e. on 13th May 2002) in respect of decisions taken prior to such commencement, may not be appealed again under the new Regulations to the Agriculture Appeals Office. All appeals currently lodged for consideration by the REPS Appeals Committee, as well as further appeals lodged in accordance with the above to 12th August 2002, will therefore be finalised by the REPS Appeals Committee.

The Department has arranged for Scheme participants to be informed of the appropriate avenue of appeal where penalties are being notified. I would be grateful if you would bring these new appeal arrangements to the attention of all REPS planners working with your planning agency. 

Yours sincerely,

______________

Richard Gregg

Agricultural Structures

