Circular No. 25/02

To each RI, AS, DS and AES Inspector

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

  23  July, 2002

Gas Pipeline Developments on REPS Farms.

Where a Gas Pipeline development is undertaken on land declared in a REPS plan the following conditions shall apply:

Existing REPS Participants

1. The actual land area devoted to the development, i.e. the area given over to the control of the developer whether by way of lease or other legal agreement, must be excluded for future payments for the remainder of the unexpired period of the REPS contract.  

2. A reduction in annual payment shall only apply where the eligible area is reduced below 40 hectares and shall be computed on the basis of the differential between actual area and 40ha.

3. Reimbursement of aid already paid on the area excluded from the REPS plan for the gas pipeline development will not be required.

4. In all cases a map to be provided by the developer to the farmer showing the extent of the area excluded shall be submitted  accompanied by a duly completed Form 1A (Gas)

5. Where the reduction in area necessitates a revision of the stocking intensity to comply with the REPS specification requirements on the remainder of the holding an amended plan shall be submitted at the next anniversary date.

6. Where the development results in the fragmentation of a holding to such an extent that it is not possible to adapt the REPS plan to the new situation a case for force majeure can be made on a case by case basis.  Where force majeure is granted the existing REPS contract is terminated in it’s entirety and no reimbursement of aid already paid is required.  When the works are completed and the land reverts back to the holding an application for a new five year REPS contract may be submitted.

7. In the case of commonage land, reductions shall be calculated on a pro-rata basis for each shareholder.   

8. When the development is completed and lands legally revert back to the holding the approved planner/planning agency shall certify the restoration of any lands disturbed and the area shall either be re-incorporated into the existing REPS plan as land not eligible for payment or, alternatively, the existing REPS contract may be transformed into a new five year contract from the next following anniversary date to include all the land for payment.

New REPS Applicants

When preparing a new five year plan areas given over or to be given over to the gas pipeline development should be excluded from the eligible area for payment.   

_____________________                      __________________________

Gerry Rice                                               Padraig Whitney

Agricultural Structures Division             AES Division

Form 1A (Gas)
Rural Environment Protection Scheme

This Form should only be used where there is a reduction in the area farmed as a result of Gas Pipeline Developments.



                                                          


Details of land given over to Gas Pipeline Development

	Period:

From:

To:
(dates inserted should accord with dates on agreement entered into with developer)
	LPIS Parcel involved

LPIS Number(s)




Declaration  (Tick appropriate box)


         The reduction in the area farmed will not result in a breach of the REPS specifications under the existing agri-environment plan on the remainder of the holding and an amended plan is not required. 


         An amended plan will be submitted at the next anniversary date.

Signed:                                                               Date:

               REPS Participant

Signed:                                                               Date:                                  

               Approved Planner                             

REPS Number:





Name


Address





Summary Information





Existing REPS Area                hectares


Total Area deducted                 hectares


*New REPS Area                     hectares


*Reductions below 40ha. will result in reduced future                        payments.








� See Form 1A(Gas) attached





