8 January 2003

Circular No. 02/03

To each RI, AS, AES Inspector, District Superintendent, SAO

To all Approved REPS Planning Agencies

Title Documents/IACS requirements for REPS

With effect from 1 January 2003, only land parcels declared on the Departments Integrated Administration and Control System (IACS) database, which is updated by the annual Area Aid application, will be eligible for payment under REPS. From that date planners will no longer be required to check ownership documentation of land privately owned by the applicant.  Applicants who hold land in beneficial occupation or via letter of consent can deem such land as having same status as that fully registered in applicants name. The Department reserves the right to check ownership documents where any doubt exists/occurs regarding land eligibility.

However where leased land (excluding commonage/grazing rights) is declared for REPS payment, the planner must continue to make sure that the lease satisfies as per the REPS 2 specification.  It is recommended that planners hold a copy of the lease document for reference. Due to the more stringent conditions of EU approval for payment on commonage land and registered grazing rights the planner must continue to satisfy himself or herself as per REPS 2 specification about the ownership of commonage shares and or grazing rights.

Conacre land or rented land on the 11-month system is not eligible for payment under REPS. The obligation to declare this land for REPS remains.

Following consultation with the Area Aid Unit, a procedure has been agreed for registering land on IACS outside the Area Aid application period. 

1.
Procedure for new REPS applications where land is not registered on IACS

Documentation required

· Maps identifying the land parcels that have not been previously digitised.

· Completed copy of most recent Area Aid application form showing all the land being farmed (Copy of 2002 form attached). Where some of the land is already digitised, the LPIS number must be entered.

These documents must be forwarded to HEO for (enter name of County), Area Aid Division, Hume House, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. 

A copy of the Area Aid application, with proof of postage in the name of the applicant to the Area Aid Unit, to be forwarded to the local AES Office (formerly FDS Office) with the REPS application and plan.

The REPS application will be processed pending the digitisation of the land parcels. When the parcels have been digitised, the actual area on the IACS may result in an adjustment to the annual payment where the area digitised differs from the area applied on in the REPS application.

2.
Procedure for existing REPS participants where parcels of land (bog plots or lands purchased, leased or inherited) are not registered on IACS

With effect from 1/1/2003, payment can only be made to existing participants on land parcels that are registered on the IACS database. Areas currently included in a REPS plan but not registered on the IACS database must be regularised before the 2003 payment may be approved. This can be done by completing the attached Area Aid application form for 2002 and forwarding it to HEO for (enter name of County), Area Aid Division, Hume House, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 with the relevant map showing the area to be digitised. The area must also be declared in all subsequent Area Aid application forms.

Pending digitisation, a copy of the application with proof of postage in the name of the applicant to the Area Aid Unit must be forwarded to the local AES Office with the REPS 1C.
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