Circular No. 05/03

28 January 2003

To all Approved REPS Planning Agencies

To each RI, AS, AES Inspector, District Superintendent, SAO

Clarification to REPS Circular 02/03

1) Existing REPS Plan

The 3% tolerance between gross REPS area and gross IACS area is acceptable provided plan is not amended during the course of the contract.

2) New and Amended Plans after 1st February 2003

All plans prepared after 1st February 2003 should have column – Gross REPS Area on pages 1,2,3 of REPS plan – deleted or left blank. Deductions therefore must be made from Gross IACS rather than Gross REPS Areas. Consequently the area eligible for payment in all new and amended plans must be equal to or less than Gross IACS area. Where such changes result in a reduced area for payment in an amended REPS plan, pro-rata clawback will not be required for the overpayment in previous years but future payments will only be based on the reduced area. 

3) Increased area of Non Commonage Measure A Land 

Existing REPS participants (those with Measure A land already and those without Measure A land), who have part of their holding re-designated as Measure A (NHA, SAC or SPA) must have their plan amended in accordance with the terms and conditions set down for the particular habitat type. Where this re-designation involves an area less than 2 ha of NHA/SAC/SPA an amended plan is acceptable. Where the area re-designated as NHA/SAC/SPA exceeds 2 ha a new 5-year plan is required. 

Payment at the enhanced rate on the re-designated areas will apply from the next anniversary date provided the amended plan is submitted in the 6-week period prior to the anniversary date. 
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Gerry Rice                                                                   John Muldowney

Agricultural Structures Division                               AES Division

