01 October 2003

Circular No. 25/03

To each RI, AS, AES Inspector, District Superintendent, SAO

To all Approved REPS Planning Agencies

Clarification of the definition of Beneficially Occupied Land as per Circular 02/03

Where the applicant is a beneficial occupier of enclosed land but is not in a position to produce if required any ownership documentation, s/he must be in a position to furnish a sworn affidavit to the effect that s/he is in undisputed occupation and possession of the land and is in receipt of the rents and profits from these lands.  The affidavit must contain an indemnity clause in favour of the Minister. Where a dispute arises during the contract period over the ownership of these lands, the appropriate amount of monies received in payment will be refunded. 

As stated in Circular 02/03, Conacre land or rented land on the 11 month system is not eligible for payment under REPS. 


Eligibility for payment

Where such land was included in the initial REPS plan with a management prescription for all measures, the change in eligibility for payment must be highlighted on the REPS 1C. The increased eligible area for payment will be applicable for the remaining full years of the contract period.

If a management prescription for all measures was not in the original plan, this land is not eligible to receive payment.

_______________________                                      ________________________

Gerry Rice                                                                   John Carty

Agricultural Structures Division                               AES Division

