Circular No. 33/03

18 December 2003

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

To each District Superintendent (copy to AS, AES Inspectors, RI, SI)

Increased area of Non Commonage Measure A Land

The procedure for amending REPS plans as a result of new designations of non commonage NHA, SAC and SPA’s as set out in circulars 04/03 and 05/03 is replaced with the following. 

Article 21 of Commission Regulation (EC) 445/2002 provides that Member States may authorise one commitment to be converted into another during the period of it’s operation, on condition that (a) any such conversion is of unquestionable benefit to the environment; (b) the existing commitment is significantly reinforced and (c) the approved programme includes the commitments concerned.

Accordingly, where non commonage/grazing rights land parcels included in an existing REPS five year undertaking are designated NHA, SAC or SPA during the currency of the REPS agreement the REPS plan must be either 

1. Amended to include the additional undertaking under Measure A for the remaining period of the REPS agreement.

2. Transformed into a new five year agreement

Amended Plan

The newly designated non commonage/grazing rights land parcels will be eligible for Measure A payment rates for the remaining REPS recording years provided that an amended plan, setting down the terms and conditions for the particular habitat type, is lodged within two months of the applicant’s anniversary date. (i.e. with the REPS 1C).

New Five Year Plan

The designation of non commonage/grazing rights land parcels included in an existing REPS plan may be accepted as grounds for the transformation of  the existing REPS plan into a new five year REPS agreement.  Where a participant elects to transform to a new five year agreement the new plan must be submitted in the six week period prior to the actual anniversary date.
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