Circular 02/05

To all approved REPS Planning Agencies

21 January 05
Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

This circular deals with

1. Turbary Rights  

2. Change in return date for annual application (REPS 1C) with anniversary dates of 1 March 2005 onwards

3. End of REPS 2 to REPS 3 Transformation period using REPS 3 2X and REPS 3 DEC 

4. Soil Sampling regarding 1X REPS Participants

5. Clarification of LINNET habitat requirements

1. Turbary Rights

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) have put in place a programme for the acquisition of Turbary rights as part of a conservation strategy for the preservation of Irish bogs.

Turbary rights holders wishing to subscribe to the NPWS programme may elect to;

· transfer ownership of the Turbary rights only to NPWS or alternatively 

· transfer ownership of the fee simple (land title) and Turbary rights to the NPWS.  

Turbary Rights Only Transferred.

Where ownership of the Turbary rights only is transferred the provisions pertaining to the eligibility of Turbary for payment as set out in the REPS 2 and the REPS 3 Terms and Conditions shall apply as the Turbary right continues to exist in the name of the new rights owner.

Fee simple and Turbary Rights Transferred 

Where the fee simple is transferred with the Turbary rights the REPS area shall be reduced in accordance with existing scheme provisions relating to reductions in area. No clawback is required on land transferred to NPWS and future payments shall be calculated on the reduced area of the holding. 

2. Change in return date for annual application (REPS 1C) with anniversary dates of 1 March 2005 onwards

Annual application forms (Form REPS 1C) for anniversary dates of 1 March 2005 onwards must be returned within 2 months to avoid penalty for late application. All 1C forms issued for these anniversary dates will reflect the amended timeframe for submission.

3. End of REPS 2 to REPS 3 Transformation period using REPS 3 2X and REPS 3 DEC

The last group of REPS 2 participants that can avail of the offer to transform to REPS 3 from REPS 2 using REPS 32X and REPS 3 DEC are those with an anniversary date of 1 February 2005. The closing date for receipt of REPS 3 2X and REPS 3 DEC for these cases will be 30 April 2005. 

REPS 2 participants with anniversary dates of 1 March 2005 onwards can only transform to REPS 3 by submission of a full new 5-year REPS 3 plan and REPS 3 application form in the six week period prior to their anniversary date.

4. Soil Sampling regarding 1X REPS Participants

New soil analysis certificates must be submitted as required under circular 37/01 and the REPS plan amended as follows -  

· Where the new soil results indicate lower fertiliser requirements than the existing plan an amended plan must be submitted together with the new soil analysis certificates (originals only) within two months of the anniversary date.

· Where the new soil results allow for higher fertiliser allowances than the existing plan an amended plan need not be submitted provided the farmer declares in writing to abide by the Nutrient Management Plan of the existing plan. In such cases this declaration signed by both the planner and farmer together with the new soil analysis certificates (originals only) must be submitted to the local AES office stating that the fertiliser limits as per the REPS plan remain in place.

5. Clarification of LINNET habitat requirements

2nd indent on “Plot Size” Page 89 of the Planner Specifications for REPS 3 is replaced with the following

Plot Size

· The maximum area of any one plot shall be 1 hectare.

______________________





________________________

Gerry Rice







John Carty

Agricultural Structures Division




AES Division
