Circular 10/2008

20th May 2008

To: All Planning Agencies and Planners

        Please bring to the attention of all planners in your agency

To each R.I./A.S./D.S.

The Management of Biomass Crops in REPS 3.

The area planted with biomass crops shall be eligible for REPS payment subject to the following conditions: 

· The maximum area allowed is 10 hectares or 25% of the REPS contract area whichever is the greater

· Must not be grown on habitats identified under Measure 4 or Natura 2000/NHA  XE "Natura 2000"  sites

· The uncultivated margin must extend to 4 metres

Where the area planted with biomass exceeds the maximum area allowed, the entire area planted with biomass shall be excluded from REPS payment and the eligible area for payment for the remainder of the contract shall be reduced by the total area planted with biomass.

Signed:  _______________________               Signed: ________________________

               Gerry Rice                                                         Frank Macken

               Agricultural Structures Division                       AES Division

