Circular No:  04/2009


To all Planners, Planning Agencies,

Regional Inspectors, Area Superintendents

And District Superintendents.

10, February 2009.
This Circular concerns habitats in REPS 4 

1. Measure 4 - Retain Wildlife Habitats: The minimum habitat area requirement and how these habitat areas are calculated.

2. Measure 2: Grassland and Soil Management: Meeting the Mandatory Environmental Undertaking. 

1. 
Measure 4 – Retain Wildlife Habitats.

In the preparation of a REPS 4 plan under Measure 4 the REPS planner is                                                                     required to identify all habitats on the farm.                           

The requirement in the current Rural Development Plan 2007 – 2013 (RDP) specifies that: 

a) On tillage farms 2% of the area to a maximum of 0.8 hectares must be identified as habitat and 

b) On grassland farms 3% of the area to a maximum of 1.2 hectares must be identified as habitat. 

These percentages as set out in the RDP must be applied when preparing REPS 4 plans. 

For mixed tillage and grassland farms relevant percentage shall apply to the areas of grassland and tillage. 

Where a farm has less than the required area identified as habitat an additional Category 1 Biodiversity Option must be chosen.

Calculation of Habitat Area.

Measure 4.   Retain Wildlife Habitats.

a) The area of the farm on which this percentage requirement is calculated is the area in receipt of the basic REPS payment i.e. all farmland excluding SPA, SAC, designated NHA & Commonages.

b) In determining the area identified as habitat the following habitat areas are excluded from the calculation:

· SPA, SAC, designated NHA & Commonages.

· Habitats in the REPS plan under Biodiversity Options:

· 2A: Traditional Hay Meadows,

· 2B: Species Rich Grassland, 

· 3C Planted Buffer Zones, 

· 4A: Creation of a new Habitat, 

· 4D: Farm Woodland Establishment,

· Field boundaries and margins: Hedgerows and stonewalls, rivers and lakes, watercourses and their margins. 

· Riparian Zones under Supplementary Measure 4.   

2. 
Measure 2 – Grassland and Soil Management - Mandatory   

      Environmental Undertaking (MEU).

Grassland farmers participating in REPS 4 are obliged to undertake a Mandatory Environmental Undertaking. 

In the case where more than 4 percent of the area is identified as habitat under Measure 4 the Mandatory Environmental Undertaking is not required. In the calculation of this > 4% habitat area the same methodology as outlined at 1 above shall be applied.

Where the main farm enterprise is tillage this Mandatory Environmental Undertaking is not required if the maximum area of grassland does not exceed 5 hectares.

This Circular comes into effect as of 10th February 2009.
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Frank Macken                                                    Gerry Rice

AES Division.
                                           Ag. Structures Division.

