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Circular No. 14/2008

To each R.I./A.S./D.S./A.E.S Inspector and all Planning Agencies

3 September 2008.

Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)

Re:    The Twelve Bens / Garraun Complex Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Site Code: 002031 and Maumturk Mountains Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Site Code: 002008.
As a result of the review of the Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex and Maumturk Mountains Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) additional actions are required for all farmers, including REPS participants, on the SACs and Commonages. These measures apply to the lands irrespective of the manner by which they are occupied e.g. owned, leased or rented.

Following this review the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government have notified all farmers in the complex that they must:

· Farm to an Agri/environmental plan be it REPS or the NPWS Farm 

      Plan for a minimum of five years from 1st November 2008.

· Introduce a sustainable stocking/grazing regime for the farm to include the full commonage destocking rate as set out in the Framework Plans. 

· Manage the stocking intensity on the commonage lands and on adjacent unenclosed land at sustainable levels and   

· Remove from the commonage all sheep from 15th November to 15th January and from 14th February to 13th May inclusive each year.

     Or

Where it is not possible to remove all sheep for these periods due to limited alternative wintering arrangements (e.g. lack of non commonage lands/housing) reduce the stocking rate on the commonage and adjacent unenclosed land by maximising the use of any alternative wintering options and any additional destocking required to ensure a sustainable grazing level throughout the year. (see Annex 1 for guidance on sustainable stocking levels) 

All REPS plans must be prepared/amended to comply with these new farming conditions as set out below. 

Existing REPS participants must amend their plans by 1st November 2008.

Farmers intending to join REPS4 are required to submit completed REPS4 Application Form and form 12 Bens/Maumturks 1 to the Local AES Office by 1st October 2008. If the farmer is not in a position to submit the REPS4 Plan and other supporting documents by 1st October, these documents must be submitted to the Local AES Office by 1st November 2008.

When amending/preparing REPS plans Form “12 Bens/Maumturks 1” must be completed and submitted to the Local AES Office.

A copy should be retained by the farmer as part of his REPS plan. 

The new planned stocking levels must be reached by 1st November 2009 at the latest. 

Form “12 Bens/Maumturks 1” together with worked examples  and the NPWS payment application form can be downloaded from the Department website using the following link:  http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/index.jsp?file=schemes/reps.xml

REPS farmers will be compensated separately by the National Parks and Wildlife Service for actions now necessary over and above the original Framework Plan requirements.  Applications for payment should be made directly to:

Site Protection Unit, National Parks and Wildlife Service, 7 Ely Place, Dublin 2.

Attached at Annex III please find NPWS Payment Application Form.

Any queries in relation to this payment should be directed to NPWS. 

______________                                                      _____________

Frank Macken                                                           Lorcan O’Shea

AES Division                                                           Agricultural Structures Division

Annex I: 

Sustainable Grazing regime for the Twelve-Bens /Garraun Complex and Maumturk Mountains.

For undamaged habitats, commonages and non-commonage, the stocking rate shall never exceed the following recommended maximum ewe equivalents per hectare:

undamaged blanket bogs: should never exceed 1 ewe/ha/annum and generally should not exceed 0.5ewes/ha/annum in wetter areas.

undamaged wet heath and dry heaths: should never exceed 1.5 ewes/ha/annum and may need to be considerably less e.g. depending on heather cover and form.

undamaged grasslands: should never exceed 5ewes/ha/annum in prime quality Agrostis/Festuca swards.

In the case of commonages, the stock carrying capacity should only relate to the occupant’s share of commonage and not the Commonage Plan area. The carrying capacity of this area of commonage should reflect the habitat(s) type(s) present. In most cases one will encounter mixtures of the above habitat types in the Commonage Plan and the planned carrying capacity should reflect the proportion of the various habitats in the owned area of the Commonage. 

For damaged commonages areas, the planner should calculate the stock carrying potential or capacity by applying the damage rating to the potential in the owned area. For example in a Commonage Plan, a stock carrying capacity of 1.5 ewe/ha/annum (10.5 kg N/ha in an undamaged scenario) and a damage rating of 50% (in the owned area, if commonage), the maximum stock carrying capacity expressed in kg N/ha should not exceed 0.75ewes/ha/annum or 5.25 kg N/ha/annum.
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