NOTICE NO. 08/02

SCHEME FOR THE ALLOCATION OF MILK QUOTA TO CERTAIN ORGANIC MILK PRODUCERS

1. GENERAL  
Following a general increase by the European Union of 2% in the milk quotas of Member States under Council Regulation (EC) No. 248 of 2008, as from 1st April 2008, the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food has decided to make additional quota available to Organic Milk Producers in Ireland as from the same date, subject to certain conditions, as set out below.  

2. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

Applicants must meet the following criteria:

(i) have a current organic licence from one of the Organic Certification Bodies;

(ii) be, at the date of application, delivering milk to a recognised Organic Milk Purchaser, or be involved in direct sales of organic milk products;

3.
PROCEDURES FOR THE ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL QUOTA
(i) the maximum amount of milk quota to be allocated under this 

Scheme to each eligible applicant will be 45,000 litres;

(ii) an applicant who is already in receipt of national reserve quota as a result of his/her participation in organic milk production, may only receive additional milk quota under this Scheme so that the milk quota already held by them and the additional quota awarded under this Scheme will not exceed a maximum of 45,000 litres;

4.
GENERAL CONDITIONS

(i) milk quota allocated under this Scheme will only be available to recipients while they remain in organic milk production and continue to supply a recognised Organic Milk Purchaser or continue producing organic milk products for direct sale.  Where a producer ceases organic milk production the milk quota allocated under this Scheme shall revert to the National Reserve;

(ii) where a producer, who has received additional milk quota under this Scheme, ceases milk production, the milk quota in question shall revert to the National Reserve except where the producer transfers his dairy enterprise to a successor by way of inheritance or by a process akin to inheritance (but not for sale);

(iii) quota received under this Scheme cannot be sold, transferred or leased and may not be surrendered under a Temporary Leasing Scheme.  Where a producer sells all or part of his/her milk quota, all quota received under this Scheme shall revert to the National Reserve.

5.
APPLICATIONS
Application forms are available on the Departments website or from the Milk Policy Division of the Department.

Applications should be sent to the Milk Policy Division (Milk Quotas), Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Agriculture House, Kildare St., Dublin 2. 
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