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SCHEME OF INVESTMENT AID FOR DEMONSTRATION 

                ON-FARM WASTE PROCESSING FACILITIES 
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Southern and Eastern Region and is co-funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2000-2006
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SCHEME OF INVESTMENT AID FOR DEMONSTRATION WASTE PROCESSING 

     FACILITIES ON FARMS

1.
General



(i)
This Scheme is being implemented pursuant to an approved programme under Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999 of 17 May 1999 on support for rural development from the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF). 

(ii)
The objective of the Scheme is to facilitate the introduction or development of certain demonstration waste processing facilities on farms as specified in paragraph 10 below by providing grant-aid to farmers for investments in such facilities.   However, aid shall not be granted in respect of investments - 

(a)
which are eligible for grant-aid under the Scheme of Investment Aid for Farm Waste Management;

(b)
which are the subject of an application for grant-aid from any other source, whether local, national or international, including the EU.   It shall be a condition of granting approval for the commencement of any proposed facilities under this Scheme that any such grant-aid application shall be withdrawn.    

(iii)
The Scheme will operate in all areas of the State.   However, approval shall only be granted in respect of a maximum of five projects in the Border, Midland and Western Region and a maximum of five projects in the Southern and Eastern Region (i.e. a total of ten projects). 

(iv)
The Scheme will be operated by the Department of Agriculture and Food.

(v) The Scheme will come into operation as and from 1 June 2006.   Applications shall only be accepted (i.e. must  be received) by the Department under the Scheme up to and including 31 December 2006.   All applications must be received by the On-Farm Investment Schemes Division, Department of Agriculture and Food, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford by the said date and must be sent by registered post or commercial courier.  The package should be marked “Pilot Waste Processing Facilities Scheme”.

(vi) Aid will not be given for works commenced or equipment/items purchased before written approval has been conveyed to a farmer.          

(vii) Grant-aid will not be approved for investments which will increase the level of production on a holding.


(viii) Grant-aid will not be paid in respect of any new equipment/items unless ownership thereof has been transferred to the applicant prior to payment of the grant.

(ix)
Grant-aid will not be paid for replacement of buildings damaged by fire, flooding or other accidental damage.

(x)
Grant-aid will not be paid for second-hand materials or equipment.

(xi)
The receipt of further applications from a region shall be suspended by the Department when approval has been granted for a maximum of five projects from that region as provided for in paragraph (iii) above.

(xii)
The completion date for all work and the final date for receipt by the Department of all claims for payment (i.e. Form PWP 20 and accompanying receipts/invoices marked paid) shall be 31 December 2008.   All such claims must be sent to the Department (On-Farm Investment Schemes Division, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford) by registered post or commercial courier.

2.
Definitions
For the purpose of this Scheme: -

“the 2005 Regulations” means the European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) 

Regulations 2005 (S.I. No. 788 of 2005);

“agricultural advisor/agricultural consultant/agricultural engineer/architect/engineer” means a person holding a primary degree or higher qualification in agricultural science, agricultural engineering, architecture or structural/civil engineering.  Where an agricultural advisor/agricultural consultant/agricultural engineer/architect/engineer intends to avail of the Scheme, the application shall be prepared by an independent agricultural advisor/agricultural consultant/agricultural engineer/architect/engineer and not by the applicant;

“approved”  means approved by a designated officer of the Department;

“body corporate” means a separate legal entity with a Certificate of Incorporation and a Memorandum and Articles of Association; a farm owned by a corporate body must be operated by a qualified manager/operator;

“the Department”  means the Department of Agriculture and Food;

“farm partnership”  means a formal written agreement between two or more persons to farm together and to share the profit or loss generated each year;

“family member”  means spouse, parent, brother, sister, son, daughter, grandchild or favourite nephew/niece;

“farmer”  means a person, a group of persons, a partnership or a body corporate who is engaged in farming and who is a registered herd owner under the Bovine Tuberculosis Eradication Scheme or is a holder of another Department identifier and who has a Personal Public Service Number(s) or Company Incorporation Number;

“farming” includes dairy farming, livestock production (including cattle, deer, goats, pig and poultry production) , 

the training of horses and the rearing of bloodstock, the cultivation of grass, tillage or horticultural crops (including 

mushrooms) whether under protected cropping conditions or in the open; 

“holding” means the total area of land whether in one or more parcels including buildings thereon, occupied by a farmer, whether owned, taken on lease, rented or otherwise held for the purpose of farming;

“income units” means an income standard for establishing the extent of farming activity during the year;

“lease” means a term of years absolute in possession for at least 5 years.  The lease must have 5 years to run from the date of receipt of a valid application and must be stamped by the Revenue Commissioners except in the case of a lease to a spouse;

“the Minister” means the Minister for Agriculture and Food;

 “owned lands”  means lands held in one of the following categories: 

-
registered as sole owner, tenant-in-common or joint owner on the Land Registry folio or on the Deed of Conveyance/Indenture memorialised in the Registry of Deeds,

-
a Deed of Transfer/Deed of Assent awaiting registration in Land Registry with accompanying Dealing Number issued by Land Registry,

-
a beneficial occupier who is a family member in possession and undisputed occupation of a holding and in receipt of rents and profits for at least five years;

“valid application” means a fully completed application including all required documentation and with evidence of 

full planning permission/exemption from planning permission as required.

3.
Eligible Persons

The Scheme is open to farmers:

(i)
Who have a minimum of 60 Income Units from farming;
(ii)
Who own or have leasehold title to the site on which it is proposed to carry out the development; 

(iii)
Who fulfil the requirements regarding agricultural experience and training set out in paragraph 4; and

(iv)
Who have a minimum of three hectares which have been declared under the Single Farm Payment Scheme/Area Aid/Integrated Administration and Control System in the current or preceding year, except in the case of proposed facilities substantially involving the processing of pig slurry, poultry litter or mushroom compost.     

4.
Agricultural Experience and Training

An eligible person shall be deemed to have adequate agricultural experience and training if he/she has completed one of the following courses of recognised training in agriculture or horticulture –

(i) ACOT/Teagasc Certificate in Farming or NCVA Certificate in Rural Enterprise

(ii) Teagasc Certificate in Horse Breeding and Training (Part 2)

(iii) FETAC Level 3 Vocational Certificate in Agriculture

(iv) FETAC Level 3 Vocational Certificate in Horse Breeding and Training

(v) FETAC Level 3 Vocational Certificate in Forestry

(vi) FETAC Level 3 Vocational Certificate in Horticulture

(vii) Teagasc/FETAC Diploma/Advanced Certificate in Agriculture-Dairy Herd Management

(viii) Teagasc/FETAC Diploma/Advanced Certificate in Agriculture – Farm Machinery

(ix) Teagasc/FETAC Advanced Certificate in Agriculture- Machinery and Arable Crops

(x) FETAC Advanced Certificate in Agriculture-Farm Management

(xi) FETAC Certificate in Pig Unit Management

(xii) Farm Apprenticeship Board (FAB) Certificates 

(xiii) FETAC Certificates in Farm Husbandry and Farm Management (FAB)

(xiv) FETAC Level 3 Awards (or equivalent*) not mentioned at (i) to (xiii) above plus a FETAC Award for an 180 hours Teagasc approved training programme**. 

(xv) HETAC National Certificate in Agriculture

(xvi) HETAC National Diploma in Agriculture

(xvii) HETAC National Diploma in Horticulture

(xviii) ACOT/Teagasc Diploma in Horticulture

(xix) ACOT/Teagasc Diploma in Pig Production

(xx) ACOT/Teagasc Diploma in Poultry Production

(xxi) HETAC National Certificate in Business Studies in Equine Studies

(xxii) HETAC National Certificate in Technology in Agricultural Mechanisation

(xxiii) HETAC/NCEA National Certificate in Science in Agricultural Science 

(xxiv) HETAC/NCEA National Diploma in Science in Agricultural Science

(xxv) HETAC/NCEA National Certificate in Business Studies in Agribusiness 

(xxvi) HETAC National Certificate or National Diploma Awards not mentioned at (xiv) to (xxv) plus a FETAC Award for a 180 hours Teagasc approved training programme**. 

(xxvii) Degree in Agriculture/Horticulture/Forestry

(xxviii) Degree in Veterinary Science

(xxix) Batchelor of Science in Equine Science Degree (U.L.) plus a FETAC Award for an 80 hour Teagasc approved farm management programme

(xxx) Degree/Diploma in Dairy Science plus a FETAC Award for an 80 hour Teagasc approved farm management programme  

(xxxi) Degree/Diploma in Rural Science plus a FETAC Award for an 80 hour Teagasc approved farm management programme 

(xxxii) Degree in Science (Education) in Biological Science plus a FETAC Award for an 80 hour Teagasc approved farm management programme 

(xxxiii)  Achievement of the required standards for the second (2nd) year (eligible to proceed to year three as testified by the Third Level Institution) of a fulltime ab initio Third Level course of three years duration (or more) in any discipline. The claimant must also be the holder of a FETAC Award for an 180 hours Teagasc approved training programme**. 

*  E.g.  - apprenticeships, nurses, gardai.  

 ** The Teagasc approved Training Programme will comprise a minimum 100 hours course in technical    Agriculture/Horticulture and a minimum 80 hours course in Farm Management. In addition, applicants must achieve the minimum stipulated standards for assessments in both courses. 





Or

has completed courses of recognised training in agriculture or horticulture of at least 180 hours and has a minimum of three years’ farming experience.

However, an applicant born before 1 January 1975 shall also be deemed to have adequate agricultural experience and training if he/she has been engaged in farming for at least five years, or otherwise in the opinion of the Minister is deemed to have acceptable farming experience or ability.

Qualifications which are claimed to be equivalent will be considered. All such cases must be submitted to the On- Farm Investments Schemes Division of the Department at Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford, for decision prior to lodging an application under the Scheme.

In the case of an application made by joint herd owners, joint holders of another Department identifier, or partnerships, the agricultural experience and training criteria need only be met by one of the herd owners/joint holders/partners.

In the case of a body corporate, the manager/operator of the company must have obtained the Teagasc Certificate in Farming or an equivalent qualification or have completed courses of recognised training in agriculture or horticulture of at least 180 hours and have a minimum of three years’ farming experience.

5. Business Plan

A Business Plan will be required as a basis for assessment of the economic viability and environmental benefit of the planned investment facilities.   This plan shall include –

(a)
a full technical description of the proposed facilities;

(b)
the projected environmental benefit of the proposed investments, including their contribution towards compliance with the 2005 Regulations and potential to act as a demonstration project;

(c)
the proposed origin and content of the feedstock for the proposed investment.   At least 50% of the feedstock used during the five-year period referred to in paragraph 16 below must be of agricultural 

origin;

(d)
the proposed method of disposal of all outputs following treatment;

(e)
the potential of the proposed works to provide a renewable energy source. 

(f)
the projected costs of the project, including the financial effect of the grant being applied for, over the five-year period referred to in paragraph 16 below;

(g)
full details of the principal commercial enterprise(s) which shall supply the item(s) for which grant-aid is being sought and which has/have furnished the written quotation(s) accompanying the application form. 


Two copies of the Business Plan shall accompany each application form.

      6.   Good Farming Practice

Applicants must comply at all stages with Good Farming Practice.  The conditions relating to Good Farming Practice and penalties for non-compliance are published separately by the Department.

7. Financial Aids Payable under the Scheme

The maximum amount of investment eligible for grant-aid under the Scheme is €1 million per project.   The rate of grant shall be 40%.   Accordingly, the maximum grant payable in respect of any individual project shall not exceed €400,000.  

Grants will be calculated on the basis of receipts/invoices marked “paid” which meet the requirements laid down in paragraph 8 below.   The grant paid, however, shall in no case exceed 40% of the amount indicated in the letter of approval as being the eligible investment ceiling for the project concerned. 

       8.
Requirement for Receipts in respect of Work Carried Out by persons other than the Applicant

Receipts for approved works and purchases must be provided before the final inspection by the Department and must be accompanied by completed Form PWP 20.  Items invoiced, delivered or purchased or payments made before the date of approval are not eligible for grant-aid. If it is indicated that work commenced prior to the grant of written approval, grant-aid will not be paid as per paragraph 1 (vi) above.

Receipts must be original, must be on headed paper and must at least include the name, address and VAT number of the supplier/contractor (if registered).   In addition, the receipt must indicate- 

(a) The name and address of the applicant,

(b) The invoice number and date, where applicable,

(c) The details of purchase in an itemised form specifically referencing the serial number, where applicable,

(d) Actual cost of each item excluding VAT,

(e) The total VAT paid,

(f) The amount of discount, if any.

Alternatively, an original invoice which is (i) marked paid and signed and dated by an employee/agent of the supplier/contractor, and (ii) contains the details set out at (a)-(f) above, is also acceptable. Receipts/invoices will only be returned by the Department to an applicant after payment has issued to him/her in respect of the work concerned. 

Proof of payment (e.g. the original paid cheque or a copy of the paid cheque certified by a bank or an accountant) may be sought by the Department.   Where the invoice/receipt is not denominated in Euro, evidence of the exchange-rate used for the purposes of payment must also be provided. 

    9.
Work carried out by applicant or family member

Works which are carried out by the applicant or a family member are ineligible for grant-aid.

     10.
Investments eligible for grant aid

I.
Grant-aid will not be approved for investments that will increase the level of production on a holding.

II.
The minimum amount of investment, which is eligible for aid under this Scheme, is €60,000 per project.

III.
The following facilities shall be eligible for grant-aid:-

(a)
Fluidised bed combustion systems for the processing of livestock manure/slurry/poultry litter/ mushroom compost;

(b)
Treatment plants comprising of anaerobic/aerobic digestion systems for the processing of livestock manure/slurry/poultry litter/mushroom compost;

(c)
Other systems for the processing of livestock manure/slurry/poultry litter and/or mushroom compost which, in the opinion of the Minister  –

(i)
could be of significant environmental benefit and of assistance to the agriculture sector in meeting the requirements of the 2005 Regulations; and

(ii)
have the potential to act as a demonstration project.  
  

IV.
Without prejudice to the generality of sub-paragraph III above, the following are examples of items that  may be considered to be eligible for aid:-

· Reception/Holding tanks: Necessary to contain the different feedstocks prior to treatment and post-treatment;

· Mixing systems: Required to agitate/blend the different feedstocks;

· Digester: An insulated container allowing breakdown of the feedstock;

· Gas storage facilities;

· Biogas burner;

· CHP unit: A combined heat and power unit will allow heat and electricity to be generated simultaneously;

· Connection charges to the National Electricity Grid;

· Separator used to separate the liquid and the solids after the feedstock has been treated in the digester;

· Composting facilities: After separation, composting facilities such as sheds and turning equipment may be required to store and manage the solid material resulting from separation;

· Phosporus removal unit: This acts chemically to remove further phosphorus from the treated liquid;

· Ammonia (NH3) removal unit: Likely to be required where the intention is to discharge the treated liquid to a stream/river (NH3 being toxic to fish).

11.
Calculation of Income Units (IUs)

The table below sets out how income units on the farm are calculated:

	Income Units

	Cattle   6-12 months 

           12-18 months                                                    

          18-24 months                                                  
	0.3 unit 

0.3 unit 

0.3 unit
	Pig Production

Sow  Breeding only
	0.8 unit

	Cattle over 24 months (excluding

Dairy Cows required for permanent Milk Quota)
	1.0 unit
	Sow  Breeding and 

Finishing

Pigs  Finishing only
	1.1 units

6.0 units/100 pig places

	Milk Quota
	1.0 unit per 1818 Litres (400 gls)
	Ewe
	0.15 unit

	
	
	Hoggets
	0.1 unit

	Cereals/peas/ beans/set-a-side
	1.0 unit per hectare
	
	

	Potatoes
	2.0 units per hectare
	Horse
	1.0 unit

	Sugar beet
	2.0 units per hectare
	Deer (red)
	0.30 unit

	Strawberries
	2.0 units per hectare
	Deer (fallow and sika)
	0.15 unit

	Raspberries
	2.0 units per hectare
	
	

	Apples
	2.0 units per hectare
	Broilers
	3.0 units/1000 bird places

	Other Intensive Crops
	2.0 units per hectare
	Broiler Breeders
	8.0 units/1000 birds

	Mushrooms
	20 units per tunnel
	Layers
	3.0 units/1000 birds

	Glasshouse crops
	125 units per hectare
	Turkeys (fattening)
	3.0 units/1000 birds

	Nursery stock:

 Liner production

Shrub production (containers)

Ornamental trees/Christmas trees, field grown 

Forest trees and hedging
	75 units per hectare

50 units per hectare

25 units per hectare

15 units per hectare
	Free Range Egg Production 

Rabbits 

Goats (milking) 
	1.5 units/100 birds

1.0 unit/100does

0.25 unit/goat

	Hay/ silage for sale
	1.0 unit per hectare
	
	

	
	
	
	


Calculation of the IUs will take account of the farmer’s farming enterprises according to the table above.  IUs from forestry will not qualify for inclusion in the calculation of the 60 IU threshold.

In the case of applications from groups of persons or partnerships, the income of all parties will be taken into account in the calculation of the IUs.

12.  Planning Permission

(a)      It is the responsibility of the applicant, in consultation with his agricultural advisor/agricultural consultant/ agricultural engineer/architect/engineer to ascertain whether planning permission is necessary.   Where planning permission is considered not to be required, written evidence of such exemption must be provided by the relevant local authority.

(b)
Buildings and structures must be constructed according to the planning permission requirements.  Where planning permission has been obtained for an approved investment and subsequently the development is not carried out in accordance with the permission as granted, the Department’s original approval to grant aid shall be withdrawn pending the receipt of a grant of retention in respect of the buildings and structures concerned.


(c)
In all of the above circumstances, grant-aid will not be paid where the completed works leads to an

increase in the level of production on the farm. The grant payable will not exceed that calculated in respect of the overall works originally approved.

13.
Submission of Drawings with Application 

(a) Where planning permission has been obtained, a full set of those drawings on which permission was obtained shall accompany the application for grant-aid, and signed by the agricultural advisor/agricultural consultant/agricultural engineer/architect/engineer to be as such. Alternatively, a full set of such drawings stamped “as approved” by the Local Authority will be accepted.

(b) Where written evidence of exemption from planning permission is provided, the following drawings shall accompany the application for grant-aid:

(i) 
An accurate plan of each proposed structure, drawn to a specified scale, 1:100 or 1:200.  This plan shall show all significant dimensions;

(ii)
A farmyard layout plan to a scale of 1:500 showing the position of the proposed investments shall be provided.

14.
Assessment of applications for aid


Applications for aid will be assessed in accordance with the following criteria, in order of priority:-

(a)
the environmental benefit of the proposed project;

(b)
the contribution of the proposed project towards meeting the requirements of the 2005 Regulations;


(c)
the cost of the project;

(d)
the potential contribution of the proposed project as far as the creation of a renewable energy source is concerned.

In order to receive approval, applications will be required to meet a minimum standard during this assessment stage in respect of the criteria laid down in subparagraphs (a) – (c) above.   The Department will also take into account the similarity of the proposal to projects which have already received approval under the Scheme.  Assessment of applications will take place during the months of September 2006 and January 2007.    

15.
Justification for Granting Aid

Aid for investment will at all times be subject to the condition that, in the opinion of the Minister, the investment is justified. 
16.
Usage of Buildings/Facilities and Supply of Technical Information

The applicant shall be required to use the facilities for the purpose for which grant-aided for a minimum of 5 years after the date of application.  In the case of equipment, this applies to its replacement.  Failure to do so will result in all of the grant-aid being recouped.


During the said period of five years, the applicant shall reply to all reasonable requests for technical information in regard to the performance of, or pertaining to, the facilities as may be forwarded to him/her by the Department.

17.
Appeals to the Agriculture Appeals Office

Where a decision rejecting or otherwise affecting an applicant’s entitlement under the Scheme is taken, the applicant has, by virtue of the Agriculture Appeals Act, 2001, the right to appeal that decision to the Agriculture Appeals Office.  The appeal must be made, in writing, within three months of the date of the decision.  The appeal must include the facts and contentions upon which the applicant intends to rely together with such documentary evidence that the applicant wishes to submit in support of his/her appeal.

18.
Commencement of Work
Applicants shall inform the Department in writing, prior to the commencement of work, of the date on which works shall commence.   Penalties will apply for non-compliance  - see paragraph 20. 

19.
Compliance Inspection
The Department reserves the right to carry out inspections at any time on approved facilities, whether in the course of construction or following completion.  Where it is found that the facilities are not being used for the purposes for which grant-aided, recoupment of 100% of the grant-aid paid shall apply  - see paragraph 20. 

If, during excavation work, unforeseen site problems are encountered, then the Department must be contacted in advance so that an inspection can be arranged to determine the amount of additional work and grant-aid, if any.

However, nothing in this paragraph shall absolve the applicant and his/her agricultural advisor/agricultural consultant/agricultural engineer/architect/engineer from the responsibility to obtain revised planning permission where this is relevant.

20.
Penalties
The following penalties will apply for non-compliance with the terms and conditions of the Scheme:-

	Offence
	Penalty



	False or misleading information in application form and/or accompanying documentation
	Exclusion from the Scheme                                          

                  or                      

Recoupment of 100% of grant-aid paid 



	Failure to use building/facilities for purposes intended for a period of 5 years after date of application


	Recoupment of 100% of grant-aid paid



	Failure to inform Department of commencement of works 


	5% reduction in grant-aid

	Alterations to approved structures without the Department’s prior approval


	10% reduction in grant-aid

	Structures not in accordance with planning permission (where retention is not secured)


	No aid payable

	Breaches of Good Farming Practice
	Penalty as set out in the Protocol on Good Farming Practice.


Where monetary penalties are not paid within the period specified, the Department will take whatever action is necessary for their recovery.

In cases where penalties are applied, applicants will have 21 working days from the date of formal notification of the penalty by the Agricultural Environment and Structures (AES) Division to request a review of that decision, setting out in writing the grounds on which they are requesting a review.  Applicants will be notified of the outcome of the review in writing.

Force Majeure

Where an applicant is unable to meet certain Scheme conditions for reasons beyond his/her control a case of force majeure may be made in writing to the Department whereupon, after due consideration, the relevant Scheme conditions may be waived or modified with the Department’s prior approval.  Applicants, or their representatives, shall inform the Department, in writing and without undue delay, of any likely request under force majeure.   The circumstances under which force majeure may be considered include (without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing):

· death of the applicant

· serious illness/incapacity of the applicant (supported by medical evidence)

· compulsory acquisition of all or part of the agricultural holding which was not anticipated on joining the Scheme

· a natural disaster

· the accidental destruction of livestock and/or farm buildings on the farm

· an outbreak of disease affecting birds or animals on the farm

· an order of Court for separation or divorce resulting in the land subject to the Scheme having to be divided or sold where as a result the conditions of the Scheme cannot be met

· other Court order

A case of force majeure shall be made in writing to the Department’s On-Farm Investment Schemes Division, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford.

21.
Withdrawal of Approval

The approval of aid may be withdrawn if the applicant fails to abide by the terms of the Scheme or in the event of any material change in the circumstances of the applicant or of the farm business or in any other respect which would be in conflict with the terms or conditions of the Scheme.  In such event all or such portion of aid given or to be given, as the Minister may determine, shall be reimbursed or withheld.


If work is not commenced within the approved timescale the approval will be automatically withdrawn.

22.
Procedures

The Minister shall lay down the procedures to be followed in the operation of this Scheme and reserves the right to alter these procedures from time to time.

23.
Environmental Impact of Proposed Works

Where the carrying out of works is liable to cause any pollution of water sources or to damage the environment in any way, the applicant must take all reasonable steps to prevent this happening.  Grant-aid will not be paid where the proposed works cause damage to a structure or area of historical or archaeological importance.

24.
Particular Responsibilities of Applicant

(i)
Soundness of Structure


The approval or payment of aid under the Scheme does not imply the acceptance by the Department of any responsibility as regards the soundness of construction or adequacy for its purposes of any investment which is the subject of such approval or payment.  Neither does approval or payment of aid under the Scheme represent a guarantee by the Department of the quality or suitability for its purposes of any product used in the investment.

(ii)
Legal Provisions, Consents, Licences, etc.


All works shall be carried out in full accordance with the provisions of all relevant statutes, regulations and

bye-laws, and the onus of obtaining all consents, licences, permissions, etc. including consent to entry on or interference with land, other property or right of any other person or persons rests with the applicant.
(iii)
Safety during Building or Conversion

Certain construction dangers may be encountered in the course of building or conversion work.  Neither the Minister nor any official of the Department will be in any way liable for any damage, loss or injury to persons, animals or property in the event of any occurrence relating to the development and the applicant shall fully indemnify the Minister or any official of the Department in relation to any such damage, loss or injury howsoever occurring during the development works. 

The applicant should ensure that any contractor or sub-contractor understands the risks involved in the development and is prepared to guard against them and further that the contractor or sub-contractor has adequate employer’s and public liability insurance cover in place in the event of any injury, loss, damage or other mishap occurring.   The applicant should obtain a suitable written indemnity from any contractor or sub-contractor in relation to any damage or injury or other loss that might occur during the development works and in this regard seek professional insurance advice from an insurance broker or insurance company.

No facilities should be erected underneath or near an overhead power supply.

Children should not be allowed to play or spend time in the vicinity of any building work.

Applicants are advised of the need to acquaint themselves with the provisions of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005. 

25.
Contractor’s Tax Clearance Requirement

In conformity with the general practice of the Government, the payment of financial aid as provided for in this Scheme is subject to the condition that every contractor employed to carry out some or all of the investment work (e.g. excavation, building, steel erection, electrical, plumbing) approved under this Scheme must have a current C2 certificate or a tax clearance certificate from the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.
Evidence of tax compliance must be submitted with the receipts/invoices marked paid from each contractor at the time of submission of the completed Form PWP 20.   In order for such receipts/invoices to be valid for payment, evidence must be provided of tax compliance on the date of issue of the invoice/receipt concerned.  

26.        Payment of Tax by Applicant 

Evidence that an applicant’s tax affairs are in order before payment of an approved grant will be required. Applicants will accordingly be required to furnish a Tax Clearance Certificate from the Revenue Commissioners in respect of the current or preceding tax year before payment of grant-aid is made.
27.
Recovery of Interest in Respect of Undue Payments

Where the Minister is required to recover a payment under the Scheme which has been unduly made, interest shall 

be due on such recoveries in accordance with the provisions of the European Communities (Recovery of Undue 

Amounts) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 463 of 2003).

28.
Right of Entry

The Department reserves the right to arrange for the inspection at all reasonable times of any land, premises, plant, equipment, livestock and records of participants or applicants for participation in this Scheme.  Refusal to allow right of entry will result in withholding or recovery of grant-aid.

29.
Documents to be furnished with application under the Scheme

1.

Application form PWP 1.

2.

(a) 
Where Local Authority planning permission has been obtained -


(i) Grant of full and final permission including conditions

(ii) Location Map (6” Scale) or discovery series

(iii) Farmyard Layout Plan  (1: 500 Scale)

(iv) Copies of the drawings on which planning permission was obtained - 

See paragraph 13(a).

(b)
Where Local Authority planning permission is not required -


(i) Location Map (6” Scale) or discovery series

(ii) Farmyard Layout Plan (1:500 Scale) 

(iii) Detailed and accurate drawing of proposed developments - see paragraph 13(b).
(iv)
Written evidence of exemption from planning permission.
            3.           Where development is taking place on leased land, form PWP 2.

            4.           Written quotation(s) supporting estimated cost of the proposal as indicated on the application   

                          form.

            5.           Two copies of the Business Plan – see paragraph 5.

Applicants should note that an original Birth Certificate will be required, where the applicant’s date of birth is not verified on the Department’s database.  

30.
Procedure for Application for Aid


Applications for aid must be sent by registered post or commercial courier to the On-Farm Investment Schemes Division of the Department at Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford and be received by the Department on or before 31 December 2006.  Applications not fully completed and accompanied by all documentation will be returned to applicants.  The applicants will be requested to rectify the deficiencies outlined and if this is done satisfactorily within 21 working days of that request, the application will be reinstated and processing will recommence.   Applications which are deemed ineligible will be rejected and returned to applicants.


The application form must be signed by all parties in the following cases:

· where the herd number/other Department identifier is registered in joint names,

· in the case of partnerships.

In the case of a body corporate, the company secretary should sign the application form.

31.
Responsibility of Agricultural Advisor/Agricultural Consultant/Agricultural Engineer/Architect/Engineer
It is the responsibility of the agricultural advisor/agricultural consultant/agricultural engineer/architect/engineer to ensure the accuracy of the documentation validated by him/her in relation to the application.  The Department shall not accept any responsibility for errors or omissions contained therein.  Accordingly, intending applicants should only engage the services of appropriately indemnified/insured individuals or companies.
APPLICATION FORM

PWP  ______/______/_______                                                                               Form PWP 1
[image: image1.png]



ALL INFORMATION MUST BE SUPPLIED AND ALL SECTIONS COMPLETED.

[WHERE ANY QUESTION/SECTION IS NOT RELEVANT WRITE “NOT APPLICABLE “ OR “N/A”]


1.
NAME OF APPLICANT(S): …………………………………………………
(Block Capitals)

(Mr./Mrs./Ms.)  …………………..




ADDRESS:  
………………………………………………………………









………………………………………………………………




……………………………………………………………..


COUNTY:
………………………………………………………………              


Address of proposed development if different from above: ___________________

               _________________________________________________________________

2. GENERAL

                   (i) Will the proposed investment be carried out on -
                                                                                                                                      Yes  
            No   
    


(a) owned land

             
                    (b) leased land          








                   
 (ii)   (a) Area of lands declared under  Single Farm Payment/Area Aid/IACS 

                   application in the current or preceding year (in hectares)? _______________

             (b) If available, LPIS land parcel number on which development will take place:- ____________________

 3.     CERTIFICATION OF QUALIFICATION(S) AND FARMING EXPERIENCE

          Please tick the highest level of agricultural training and experience attained:-


          a.
        Minimum 5 years’ experience as a farmer

          b.
        Minimum 3 years’ experience in farming and completed approved courses

                     of minimum 180 hours or equivalent circumstances                                                                                                             


            c.
        Certificate in farming or equivalent qualifications


Please specify courses and attach original or certified copies asappropriate:                                              


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________
4.  DESCRIBE SYSTEM OF FARMING:

______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   5.    CALCULATION OF INCOME UNITS:                  
        Income units from all farming activity carried out on the farm(s)      

    Permanent net quota                    Income units

       A.
  Calculate the income unit equivalent of the permanent (net)


   milk quota i.e. permanent net quota divided by 1818 litres



Litres      = 

       B.
  Calculate the income unit equivalent of other milk quota and/or any suckler cows on the


  farm by subtracting the number of cows required to produce the permanent (net) quota


  from the total number of cows on farm.  (Number of cows required to produce permanent (net) 


  quota is calculated by taking the permanent quota (Litres) divided by 4205 Litres)   


  Total cows  ______.  Less cows required to produce permanent (net) quota_____ x 1.0 unit  =


  (Ignore if total cows are less than the number required to produce the permanent (net) quota)

Enterprise

                 Average  number           units                                     






     or hectares

_____________________________         _______        x             ________               =  


             _____________________________         _______        x              ________              =  


            _____________________________         _______         x               ________             =  

            _____________________________         _______         x                ________            =  

             _____________________________         _______        x               ________             =  

            _____________________________        ________        x               ________             =                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                 

                                                                                                        Total                                              

6.         6.  PROPOSED WORKS FOR WHICH GRANT-AID IS SOUGHT IN THIS APPLICATION

	   Plea     Please provide a brief description of proposed works for which grant-aid is sought:-



	

	

	

	

	

	

	


7.        7.  ESTIMATED COST OF PROPOSED WORKS AND GRANT-AID SOUGHT

                Please indicate:-



A.    Estimated eligible cost of proposed works:-                                    €_________________

             
B.    Grant-aid sought:-   
                                                                  €_________________                

              Please supply written quotation(s) from the principal commercial undertaking(s) who will supply the  

              proposed items in support of the above estimate.
8          8.   PLANNING PERMISSION

             Yes

  No

      A.   
      Is planning permission required for the proposed structures?

      B.
      If the answer to (A) above is yes, has full and final planning permission


      been received for the proposed structures concerned?


      C.
      If the answer to (A) above is no, is written evidence of exemption from  


      planning permission from the relevant local authority provided?    


9.
DECLARATIONS

Declaration to be completed by applicant(s):

I/We declare that –

(a) I/We have read and understand the conditions of the Scheme and, to the best of my/our knowledge, all particulars given on this form are correct;

(b)  I/We agree to observe and be bound by all conditions of the Scheme and to make available all required information to the Department of Agriculture and Food;

NOTE:  A false or misleading statement may lead to disqualification, liability to refund any aid already paid, and prosecution.

Please also note that aid will not be given for works commenced or equipment purchased before written approval 

has been conveyed to an applicant.

SIGNED __________________________   Date       /     /      

SIGNED __________________________   Date       /       /   

Declaration to be completed by Agricultural Advisor/Agricultural Consultant/Agricultural Engineer/Architect/ Engineer.
I/We certify that the details in this application form and accompanying documentation are correct and that, in my/our opinion, the applicant is eligible for the Scheme of  Investment Aid for Demonstration On-Farm Waste Processing Facilities:  


Signature ____________________________       Date ___________________

AGRICULTURAL ADVISOR/AGRICULTURAL CONSULTANT/AGRICULTURAL ENGINEER/ARCHITECT/ ENGINEER

THIS FORM, FULLY COMPLETED, TOGETHER WITH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE ON-FARM INVESTMENT SCHEMES DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD, JOHNSTOWN CASTLE ESTATE, CO. WEXFORD BY REGISTERED POST OR COMMERCIAL COURIER AND THE PACKAGE MARKED “PILOT WASTE PROCESSING FACILITIES SCHEME”

(Please retain copies of all documentation submitted for your own records)














PWP 2




DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

(TO BE COMPLETED WHERE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT IS ON LEASED LANDS)

Lease commencement date:  ___________________

Lease expiry date:                 ___________________

Duration of lease:                  ___________________

Section A

I/We hereby agree to the proposed developments under the Scheme of Investment Aid for Demonstration On-Farm Waste Processing Facilities being carried out by 


on my/our lands at


Signed: ___________________________ Owner(s)   Date:  ____________________________

Section B 
I/We hereby agree to refund to the Minister for Agriculture and Food any grant aid paid in respect of investment under the Scheme of Investment Aid for Demonstration On-Farm Waste Processing Facilities or such portion of the grants as the Minister for Agriculture and Food in his/her absolute discretion may determine should the lease be surrendered within the lifetime of the Lease.

Signed: ___________________________ Lessee(s)   Date:  ____________________________

DATE STAMP


(For Official Use Only)

















Date of Birth





PPS Number





Telephone No._____________________





Mobile Number____________________





Herd/Flock/Cereal/Pig Number








E-mail address
































 Office Stamp
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