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1. Objective of the Organic Farming Scheme

1.1. The objective of this Scheme is to deliver enhanced environmental and
animal welfare benefits and to encourage producers to respond to the market
demand for organically produced food.

2. Generai Provisions

2.1. The Scheme shall be administered by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food and shall operate throughout the State.

2.2. The Scheme is jointly funded by the European Union and the National
Exchequer.

2.3. The Scheme shall come into operation on 1 January 2010.

2.4. Farmers participating in the Scheme may also participate in other agri-
environment measures introduced in implementation of Council Regulation
(EC) No. 1698/2005.

2.5. Undertakings shall be for a minimum period of five years.

2.6. Participation in the Scheme is voluntary.

2.7. Farmers may include a part of their holding in this Scheme.

2.8. All applications will be subject to administrative checks and any other controls
deemed necessary before payments are made under the Scheme.

3. Definitions

3.1. For the purpose of this Scheme: -

• "AGRiCULTURAL ADVISOR/AGRICULTURAL CONSULTANT" shall mean
a person with a primary degree or higher qualification in agricultural science

• "AGRi-ENVIRONMENT SCHEME" shall mean the Rural Environment
Protection Scheme (REPS) introduced in implementation of Council Regulation
(EC) No. 1257/1999 as amended by Council Regulation (EC) No. 1783/2003;
or the Rural Environment Protection Scheme, the Agri-environment Options
Scheme (AEOS) or the Natura Scheme introduced in implementation of
Council Regulation (EC) No. 1698/2005.

• "ANNUAL PAYIVIENT CLAiM" shall mean a claim for Organic Farming
Scheme payment submitted with the Single Payment Scheme Application
(Article 8, Commission Regulations (EC) No 1975/2006).

• "APPLICATION" shall mean an application for support under a five-year
contract, accompanied by a business plan verified by an agricultural
advisor/agricultural consultant and related documents as outlined in Section 5
and Section 7, and such other documents as may from time to time be
prescribed.

• "APPROVED" shall mean approved by the Minister or by an officer authorised
by the Minister to convey approval.

• "APPROVED TRAINING COURSE" shall include the FETAC Level 5
Introduction to Organic Farming course, or any equivalent course as may be
determined by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (DAFF).


