Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources

An Roinn Cumarsáide, Mára agus Acmhainní Nádúrtha

Fisheries Management Notice No. 15 of 2007

(Mackerel Closure and By-Catch Notice)

I, John Browne, Minister of State at the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by section 12 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 and the Marine (Delegation of Ministerial Functions) (No. 2) Order 2006, hereby issue the following notice:

1.
This Notice may be cited as Fisheries Management Notice No. 15 of 2007.
2.
This Notice comes into force on 1 May 2007.
3.
In this Notice:
“Irish polyvalent sea-fishing boat” means an Irish sea-fishing boat that is licensed as a polyvalent vessel;
“mackerel” means Scomber scombrus;

“specified area” means waters falling within ICES sub-areas VI, VII, XII and XIV and divisions IIa (non-EC waters), IVa (EC waters), Vb (EC waters), VIIIa, VIIIb, VIIId and VIIIe, as described in Communication (85/C347/05) from the Commission of the European Communities on the description of the ICES sub-areas and divisions used for the purposes of fishing statistics and regulations in the North East Atlantic1;

“the specified period” means the period from 1 May 2007 until this Notice is revoked by a later Notice.

4.
An Irish polyvalent sea-fishing boat, or a person on board that boat, fishing in the specified area:

(a) During the specified period an Irish sea-fishing boat less than 15 metres in length overall, or a person on board that boat, fishing in the specified area solely by means of hooks and lines, is prohibited from having or retaining on board or landing more than 500 kg of mackerel on any occasion.
(b)  During the specified period any other Irish sea-fishing boat, or a person on board that     boat, fishing in the specified area, is prohibited from having or retaining on board or landing on any occasion a quantity of mackerel that exceeds:
· 10% by live weight of the total quantity of Horse Mackerel; and

· 5% by live weight of the total quantity of all other species of fish
retained on board or landed on any occasion; 
(c)  may at all times during the specified period, notwithstanding paragraph 4(b) of this   Notice, subject to paragraph 4(d) of this Notice, retain on board up to 50 percent more mackerel than the maximum amount of mackerel permitted in paragraph 4(b);
(d)
must ensure by 24:00 of each day of a fishing voyage made during the specified period that the logbook has been completed in accordance with the conditions laid out in Article 6 of Regulation (EEC) No. 2847/932, and that the total amount of mackerel retained on board such boat does not exceed the maximum amount of mackerel permitted in paragraph 4(b).

5. The master of an Irish sea fishing boat fishing in the specified area during the specified period shall, before each landing of mackerel from the boat, inform a sea fisheries protection officer of the time and location of the landing, whether inside or outside the State, and the quantity of mackerel concerned. Notification should be made in written form to Fax Number +353 21 4378096 or by telephone to Telephone Number +353 21 4378752.  
6. The following notice is revoked:
a) Fisheries Management Notice No. 14 of 2007.

GIVEN under my Hand,

24 April 2007 at 17:40 hours

John Browne

Minister of State at the Department of Communications, 

Marine and Natural Resources

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Notice and does not purport to be a legal interpretation)
This Notice comes into effect on 1 May 2007. It allows any Irish sea-fishing boat less than 15 metres in length, fishing by means of hooks and lines in ICES sub-areas 

VI, VII, XII and XIV and divisions IIa (non-EC waters), IVa (EC waters), Vb (EC waters), VIIIa, VIIIb, VIIId and VIIIe, to have or retain on board or land up to 500 kg of mackerel on any occasion. 

It also allows any other Irish sea-fishing boat fishing in those ICES sub-areas and divisions to have or retain on board or land mackerel on any occasion if the quantity of that mackerel does not exceed 10 percent by live weight of the total quantity of horse mackerel, or 5 percent by live weight of all other species of fish retained on board or landed on that occasion.

(FMN 2007/015)

1 O.J. C347/14 of 31/12/1985


2 O.J. L261 of 20/10/1993
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