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Under the National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF) for Ireland 2007-13 there are three Operational Programmes co-funded through the EU Structural Funds:

1. Human Resources Development Programme;

2. Border, Midlands and Western (BMW) Regional Operational Programme (OP); and

3. Southern and Eastern (S&E) Regional Operational Programme.
The BMW OP sets out a series of Priorities and investment areas.  Within Priority 1 (Innovation, ICT, and the Knowledge Economy) there are a number of Interventions, including Building Research Capacity.  The Marine Research Sub-Theme is one of two Sub-Themes within this Intervention.
The primary objective of the Marine Research Sub-Theme of the 2007—2013 BMW Regional OP is linked to achieving the overall objectives of Sea Change (A Marine Research, Knowledge and Innovation Strategy for Ireland)
, which include:
· Building new research capacity and capability and utilising fundamental knowledge and technology to create new marine-related commercial opportunities and companies;

· Informing public policy, governance and regulation of the sector and supporting the delivery of more innovative, customer-driven public services by applying the knowledge derived from marine research and monitoring;

· Increasing the marine sector’s competitiveness and stimulating the commercialization of the marine resource in a manner that ensures its sustainability and protects marine biodiversity and ecosystems; and

· Putting in place the research infrastructure required to underpin the above.

Projects funded within this sub-Theme will be aimed at achieving the overall objectives and specific measure and programme objectives of Sea Change.  The exchequer-funded contribution is profiled under Marine Research Sub-Programme of the NDP (2007–2013).  As such the procedures applied vis a vis project selection and evaluation are consistent with those laid out in the Terms of Scheme for this sub-Programme.

The Sub-Theme is implemented in accordance with the regulatory requirements governing the European Structural Funds.  Council Regulations (EC) No. 1083/2006 and 1080/2006 lay down the general provisions on the Structural Funds.  

Council Regulation (EC) 1828/2006, in turn, sets out the rules for the implementation of Regulations 1083/2006 and 1080/2006.  These regulations set out the required financial management and control procedures.  The management and control systems provide for a clear definition, a clear allocation and, as necessary to ensure sound financial practice, an adequate separation of functions within the organisation concerned.
� Sea Change – A Marine Research, Knowledge and Innovation Strategy for Ireland 2007–2013. (www.marine.ie/home/SeaChange.htm)





