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Annual Report 2009 Licensing Authority for Sea-fishing Boats

Report to the Minister for Agriculture,

Fisheries and Food on the performance of

the functions of the Licensing Authority for

Sea-fishing Boats in the year 2009,

pursuant to section 3(7) of the Fisheries

(Amendment) Act 2003.

Introduction

In accordance with section 3 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 (No. 21 of 2003),

the function of sea-fishing boat licensing was transferred to the Licensing Authority for

Sea-fishing Boats with effect from 1 July 2003,

As specified in that Act, the Licensing Authority is the Registrar General of Fishing Boats,

or, under the superintendence of the Registrar General, the Deputy Registrar General of

Fishing Boats.

The Registrar General and the Deputy Registrar General were appointed under the Sea-

Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 (No. 8 of 2006). The Registrar General is

Mr. Paschal Hayes. The Deputy Registrar General is Ms. Mairm Ni Dhuinn. Both are

officials of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
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Section 1 - Legislative Overview of Licensing and Registration

1.1 National Legislation

The legislation governing sea-fishing boat licensing in force in 2009 is set out in section

4 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 (the "2003 Act"), (as inserted by section 97

of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006).

The legislation governing sea-fishing boat registration in 2009 is set out in sections 74

to 80 and section 100 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, and the

Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and Numbering of Fishing Boats) Regulations

2005 (S.I. No. 261 of 2005).

The 2003 Act provides that the Licensing Authority shall be independent in the exercise

of his or her functions subject to - .

(a) the law for the time being in force in relation to sea-fishing boat licensing,

including, in particular, the legal obligations of the State arising under any law

of an institution of the European Communities or other international agreement

which is binding on the State, and

(b) such policy directives in relation to sea-fishing boat licensing as the Minister may

give in writing from time to time.

The 2003 Act provides that decisions of the Licensing Authority on licence applications,

or on the amendment or revocation of a licence, may be appealed to an independent

Appeals Officer within one month of the decision, amendment or revocation. A person

who is dissatisfied with a determination of the Appeals Officer may, within 3 months of

the date of the determination, apply to the High Court for Judicial Review of the

determination.

The Merchant Shipping (Registry, Lettering and Numbering of Fishing Boats) Regulations

2005 (S.I. No. 261 of 2005) brought the law into line with EU requirements regarding

the measurement of tonnage and dimensions of fishing boats as well as updating the

procedures relating to registration. The Regulations also introduced a requirement that

segmentation indicators for vessels registered in certain segments of the fleet (Potting

Sub-segment and Aquaculture Segment) be marked on the bow of the vessel along

with its Port Code and Registration Number.
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