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Arthurstown

New Ross

Co Wexford

Phone: 051 389369

Mobile: 087 2582842

Email: isefo2000@yahoo.co.uk
Dear Josephine 

Following our recent telephone conversation I have met with the Committee of the IS&EFO.   After a lot of discussion on the licensing policy and having relayed the situation to our committee I have been instructed to inform you of the following.

The committee have stated that if the Department have not got the time to answer our questions in writing that they will have them raised in the Oireachtas, some of our members have already began this process.

They do not accept that the Polyvalent Tonnage is over the reference levels or how it can be over. They have said that if the Polyvalent is over that individuals must have benefited from this in the past and that not many individuals from the South & East have.   The Committee have stated that the South & East have provided 100% replacement capacity for the past number of years in the Polyvalent sector and that the Department knew the reference levels and should not have allowed them to exceed the required amount, and if new capacity was coming in which was going to push us over our levels that the off registered entitlement holders should have been made aware of the situation and given sufficient time to either use their entitlement or sell it on.  

They have also stated that they are adamant that this Tonnage off register is an entitlement which is owned by an individual and can not be taken from them and they will go to every extreme to ensure it is not lost.

The South & East committee say they are not to blame for this problem and they will not be used as bargaining chips to sort it out.

We have members that have been tied up for 5 months with 100% replacement capacity, they have been severely punished for the doings of others, let the individuals that had the benefits of the extra capacity in the Polyvalent sector sort these problems out. .

The Department are the ones with the exact knowledge of how this situation arose.

The IS&EFO are demanding that if the RSW Fleet is inside its reference levels and if the safety tonnage and the extra capacity some of these individuals require has not yet been provided, that they be tied up as our vessels were, and that they sort out their own Fleet.

They should have to replace every Tonne they are short and should not be allowed take it from polyvalent sector and should not be permitted to go to go to sea until this is done.

The I.S.E.F.O. members have not benefited from any special licensing conditions.

The IS&EFO are not trying to break up the Irish Fishing Industry or cause problems for the Department, but we have reached our low water mark and have taken a decision to make a stand.  If the Departments proposal goes through in its current form we will be objecting to it at the highest level. 

The Irish Constitution states that all nationals are equal, we should all have the same licensing conditions, and if all had met the requirements of these conditions we would not be in this sorry mess.

 We had a 10 metre boat ordered ashore by the Navy last week because he had no licence, it is a new vessel, he has 100% replacement capacity and he has had 100% licence on his previous vessels. This is through no fault of his.   His new boat is tied to the wall when vessels that never had a fishing licence are going in and out past him everyday.

 We questioned the local Sea Fisheries Officer about this, stating that he was only Pot Fishing and why couldn’t he fish without a licence, we were told that other vessels that never had a licence could fish until their application had been decided on, but any one who had a licence came under this licensing problem and could not fish until their position had been determined, how do you explain that to a fisherman that has met all the Departments requirements in the past.  

The I.S.E.F.O. had another of its members arrested on Sunday 11.10.03 for fishing without a licence, they had no choice, six months tied up over an issue of which they were no part to blame .Six months requesting that his vessel be licensed and living within the Department requirement.  The Organisation is demanding that all charges be dropped against Michael Crossan and Paul Bennett.  They have already been severally punished for the mistakes of the Department

The I.S.E.F.O. are demanding that the vessels with replacement capacity in Polyvalent, Beaming and Bi valve sectors be issued with temporary licences, or a decision be taken to do so by close of business on Thursday evening; or the Organisation will be calling from every political angle to have the vessels which have fished on temporary licences for past number of years and any vessels fishing without 100% replacement capacity tied up immediately.

We are completely objected to Departments proposal and the Organisation believes that these unlicensed vessels are being used as a weapon against the Industry. The Organisation have made all their concerns known to you, have made you aware of the issues which we feel are a threat to us .The Organisation does not accept equity and transparency when this issue has been sorted, they want a proposal that will deliver it to them now.  

We have already stated that we are prepared to work on such a proposal, and can forward ideas from this Organisation which should seek to deliver equity to the generality of the Irish fishing Industry.

The I.S, E, F.O have no objections to the Department placing both submissions on their website and we request that the Department send us down a fax of Irish Box agreement so we can see how our Organisation came out of the deal.

On behalf of the I.S.E.F.O. committee

_____________________

Michael Walsh 

Chairman

