Objectives and reasons for Policy Directive  3/2004
 

Legal Basis

 

The Minister is empowered, under Section 3 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003, to give written policy directives to the independent Licensing Authority established under that Act.   

 

Overall Objectives of New Policy 

 

The key objective of the new proposals is to provide for the orderly and effective management of fishing vessels in the polyvalent segment of the fleet fishing for pelagic species.  

The policy proposals take account of both the requirements of stakeholders in current conditions, and the evolution of policies and structures inter alia for fleet and fisheries management since 1990. 

Reasons for New Policy

In tandem with the development of new EU fleet policy rules during 2003, the Department undertook a comprehensive review of the situation of the Irish fishing fleet and related capacity. A review group was established to examine licensing policy and recommend changes. On the basis of the Departmental review of the capacity situation of the fleet and taking account of intensive consultation with the Review Group and industry representatives and fishermen, in November 2003 the Minister issued a directive for a significant revision of sea fishing boat licensing policy.  

The policy Directive addressed some of the critical issues associated with fleet management in the Irish context including segmentation and replacement capacity policy. Two measures which were included under the new policy, namely the policies associated with determining  “active pelagic” track record and the requirement for a minimum of 80% “active pelagic” replacement capacity for new dry-hold vessels, were introduced subject to further review by the Licensing Policy Review Group. These matters have not been further examined by the Review Group to date and in the interim it is appropriate to extend the duration of these measures. This extension is facilitated by this directive, and is important to maintain the overall coherence of the current licensing policy.

The final measure provides for a redefinition of existing policy in relation to the licensing of pelagic dry hold vessels in the polyvalent segment. It has become clear since the introduction of the new Licensing Policy (Directive 2/2003) in November 2003 that the modification of wet storage capacity vessels as dry hold vessels is resulting in the licensing of dry hold vessels which retain many of the characteristics of vessels with wet storage capacity and which would not be considered as fully appropriate to the dry hold sub segment of the polyvalent fleet.

 Accordingly, as the intent of the policy as set out in 2/2003 is to exclude tank vessels from the polyvalent dry hold fleet, it is considered advisable to exclude vessels that were built or operated as tank vessels from this sub-segment of the fleet. The renewal of existing licences will not be affected by this provision.

To:

Registrar General of Fishing Boats

From:

Minister for Communications Marine and Natural Resources

 

 

Policy Directive   3/2004

 

 

A policy directive under Section 3(2)(b) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2003 in relation to sea-fishing boat licensing is issued as set out below:

 

 

A. The moratorium on “active pelagic” track record, already in existence for the year 2003, will be extended in respect of the year 2004. The extension means that polyvalent boats which did not fish for herring and/or mackerel in 2002, 2003 and/or 2004 will not be considered as having had a break in their active pelagic track record.
B. Polyvalent boat owners may have 2002, 2003 and 2004 excluded from the determination of active pelagic fishing history for replacement capacity purposes. Polyvalent boat owners would also have the option to have any of the years 2002, 2003 and 2004 included for the purposes of ‘active pelagic’ track record, subject to their having fished for a minimum period of 8 weeks in each of those years.

C. The dates relating to the provision of a  minimum of 80% “active pelagic” replacement capacity and the provision of the balance of up to 20% “active pelagic” replacement capacity, as set out in paragraph G of Policy Directive 2/2002, are extended to 31 December 2005.  
D. In relation to paragraph F of Policy Directive 2/2003, any vessels which have been equipped with pelagic wet storage capacity (tanks), but which do not have a licence or a licence offer from the Licensing Authority at the date of this Directive, shall not be granted a licence to fish in the polyvalent segment of the fleet other than as replacements for vessels in the existing ring-fenced pelagic wet storage capacity sub-segment. Such vessels may not be licensed in the polyvalent segment as dry hold vessels as a result of modifications to their wet storage capacity (tanks).  The renewal of existing licenses will not be affected by this provision.  This provision does not impact on the position, as set out in paragraph F of Policy Directive 2/2003, with regard to licensed vessels which do not have a license with approved pelagic wet storage capacity and which currently have such capacity.  Such vessels are still only allowed to continue to operate with wet storage capacity for the period of their current sea-fishing boat licence, as stipulated in paragraph F of Policy Directive 2/2003.

E. This directive shall come into effect from the date of signature.

 

Dermot Ahern T.D.

Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources 

 

  21st September 2004.

