New Entrants - Area VIIa 2012
New entrants to the scheme, not having a track record in area VIIa may be accommodated, provided it will not cause an increase in the overall kw capacity allowed by EU Regulations. The following is the basis on which new entrants may be accommodated.

· Vessels fishing in VIIa will be required to use TR2 gear type and have fitted a Swedish (Sorting) grid, an Inclined separator panel or a ‘Danish’ SELTRA (Selective trawl) Sorting box to any net onboard or deployed in any part of area VIIa.
· During a given fishing trip, when fishing with gear type TR2, all the nets on board and deployed must have a Swedish (Sorting) grid, an Inclined separator panel or a ‘Danish’ SELTRA (Selective trawl) Sorting box  attached to the gear when fishing in Area VIIa.
·  Vessels granted an Authorisation to fish in Area VIIa under this scheme must when transiting Area VIIa with TR2 gear without a Swedish (Sorting) grid, an Inclined separator panel or a ‘Danish’ SELTRA (Selective trawl) Sorting box on board have that gear lashed and stowed in accordance with article 47 of Council Regulation 1224 of 2009 and must inform the FMC in advance of their intention to transit the area.
· The vessel owner and all crew must co-operate with the observer scheme in place.
· The New Entrants must record in their EU logbook which gear they are using and catch composition data from participating vessels will be subject to scrutiny.
· 80% of the available capacity for new entrants will be reserved for vessels in excess of 15m or greater overall length.

· 20% of the available effort for new entrants will be reserved for vessels of less than 15m in overall length.

· Where applications exceed the capacity in either class (under or over 15m) then a lottery may be held to determine the allocation of effort in that class.

· The grant of effort under this scheme will not count towards track record in the area for future schemes.
· Prior to the issue of an Authorisation the fishing vessel must have TR2 gear type with a Swedish (Sorting) grid, an Inclined Separator panel or a ‘Danish’ SELTRA (Selective trawl) Sorting box fitted in the fishing gear and ready for inspection by the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority, otherwise the authorisation will not be granted.

· All discards of cod must be recorded regardless of weight.

