Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 12/2008

To: All DAFF approved Meat Establishments

URGENT NOTICE REGARDING PIGMEAT RECALL

The Government has announced that laboratory results of animal feed and pork fat samples obtained on 6th December 2008 by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) confirm the presence of dioxins. 

Consequently, the FSAI is requiring the food industry to recall from the market all Irish pork products produced from pigs slaughtered in the State. This recall involves retailers, the hospitality sector and the Irish pig processing sector. Preliminary evidence indicates that the contamination problem is likely to have started since 1st September 2008.

Food Business Operators at meat establishments are to note the following:

1.
No pig meat or pig meat products are to leave establishments under Department or Local Authority control without the express permission of the Veterinary Officer in charge.

2.
Officials of the Department’s Veterinary Public Health Inspection Service and the Local Authority Veterinary Service will be ensuring that management at plants that engage in pig slaughter, pig processing and storage of pig meat will provide, as a priority, the information sought by the Department in the notice to trade dated 6th December 2008. 

3.
As and from 7th December 2008, pigs may not be slaughtered unless they are accompanied by a document indicating the source(s) of all animal feed used in the holding of origin.

4.
All pig meat and pig meat products produced from Irish pigs slaughtered from 7th December 2008 must be labelled in a manner that distinguishes it from other products produced to date.

5.
Food Business operators should consult with the Department’s veterinary officers or Local Authority Veterinary Officers as appropriate,  in relation to this notification

Updates will follow as necessary.

Paul Mc Kiernan

Meat Hygiene

