Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food

Trader Notice MH 05/2009

(Updating Trader Notice MH 16/2008)

To: All Approved Beef Slaughter Establishments 

Subject:  BSE sampling rules for Third Countries and Certain Excepted EU Member States
(This notice should be read in conjunction with Trader Notice MH 16/2008).

Food Business Operators should be aware that all animals from third countries and from certain EU Member States that are listed below must still be tested for BSE at 30mths and at 24mths if they are casualties. 
 

THESE ANIMALS WILL NOT BE FLAGGED (EVEN IF THEY ARE OVER 48 MONTHS OLD) BY THE AIM PROGRAMME AND THEIR AGES MUST BE CHECKED MANUALLY
 

·        Czech Republic CZ
·        Estonia EE
·        Cyprus CY
·        Latvia LV
·        Lithuania LT
·        Hungary HU
·        Malta MT
·        Poland PL
·        Slovenia SL
·        Slovakia SK
·        Bulgaria BG
·        Romania RO 
 

Third country (non EU) animals will present with a 9999999 plus 5 digits tag number and will be accompanied by a red passport.

Animals from these EU Member States that still require testing over 30months (over 24 months for casualties) will not have a 9999999 tag number but will have a red passport.

However if the animals are presented on a permit then there will be no red passport to alert staff at slaughtering establishments.
Food Business Operators must ensure that their SOP includes checks to identify the above animals, segregate them as appropriate and test for BSE. Your official veterinarian will be checking to verify that this is in place. 

 
Paul Mc Kiernan

Meat Hygiene

6th March 2009

