Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Trader Notice: MH No. 08/2011

To: Operators of all approved meat establishments

Subject; Export of beef to the Russian Federation/Customs Union (RF/CU)

Background; From 1st July the age of TSE testing of bovine animals will be raised to 72 months, except for casualty animals where TSE testing will be required at 48 months.  For a period there may be special provisions for exporting beef from cattle in the 48-72 month age group to the RF/CU. 
There were discussions in Grange last week between the EU Commission, the Food and Veterinary Organisation, Member States and the RF/CU. While the RF/CU have agreed in principle to allow for the testing age to be raised to 72 months, there will be no fully approved certificate allowing testing over 72 months  until at least August.

The delay is because the RF/CU are submitting the proposal to raise the age of testing to the Customs Union Commission of the RF/CU. There are procedural issues that will take some time. 

In the period from July 1st 2011 until the new certificates are approved by the RF/CU authorities,   there are three options for industry.
1. If Industry want the current certificate to be signed, then all over 48 month animals will have to be TSE tested. 

2. The current certificate can also be signed after the 1st July in respect of beef in storage at the end of June as all over 48 month animals will have been tested.
3. The current certificate can be signed in respect of under 48 month and over 72 month animals slaughtered after the 1st July.  All 48 - 72 month carcasses will have to be held in storage or used for other markets until the new certificate is approved. 
If you are involved in this trade, please inform your official veterinarian which option you will be taking.
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