Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 07/2011
To:  All Food Business Operators Approved to Export Meat to the United States of America
Subject: Marketplace sampling

The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) performs routine re-inspection of meat, poultry and egg products exported to the United States.  Random product sampling is performed on imported meat, poultry and egg products for pathogens of concern, chemical residues, species identification and a variety of tests pertaining to standards of industry (e.g. added water, total fat etc.).  From time to time FSIS also performs marketplace surveillance sampling for various compounds of interest to the Agency.
We have been advised that during the remainder of the calendar year 2011, the FSIS will be performing randomised marketplace sampling for a variety of chemical agents as part of food defence activities.  The lots selected for sampling are not required to be held at the import establishment and FSIS will not receive the reporting of all test results.  
In the event any unanticipated findings are identified, FSIS will share all relevant information directly to the foreign government in order to facilitate prompt resolution of any concerns.  In the event of a finding with human health concerns, FSIS would make a decision as to the necessity for a recall of the affected product.
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