Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 07/2009
To all approved establishments that engage in export of product to Israel 

Subject:  Certification Procedures for the Export of Chilled and Frozen Boneless Beef/Offal to Israel.
Background

An agreement has been reached between the Israeli Authorities and the Irish Authorities on the export of chilled and frozen boneless beef/offal to Israel. This agreement is based on the visit by a delegation from Israel who reviewed the systems in the Veterinary Public Health Inspection Service of the DAFF and advised of actions to be taken to attain approval to export to Israel. 
Scope 

The certificate applies to chilled and frozen boneless beef/offal. Only those plants that have been approved by the Israeli Authorities are eligible to export chilled and frozen boneless beef/offal to Israel. 
Role of Management at each Establishment

If an establishment wishes to supply the Israeli market, it must advise the Official Veterinary Inspector in advance and draw up a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP). This should be done in consultation with the Official Veterinary Inspector and must contain the criteria necessary for certification of the product for Israel. 
Guidelines to the Health Attestation for Beef. 

Specific criteria applicable to the export of chilled and frozen boneless beef/offal to Israel, which an FBO must adhere to include

1. All meat and offal must derive from cattle born and reared in the Republic of Ireland. 

2. Frozen meat and offals destined for Israel must be frozen to –18degrees centigrade and maintained at that temperature during storage. 

3. The shelf life of meat from the date of production cannot exceed 15 months for meat and 6 months for offals. 

4. The date of production shall not be more than 6 months for meat and 3 months for offals from the date of production to the date on which it is consigned. 

5. Meat and offals must be produced in line with Kosher requirements. 

6. An annual medical certificate is required for any person working with meat or offal, attesting that there is no impediment to such employment, working with or handling food. 

For full details of the requirements and relevant certification, food business operators should consult with their Official Veterinary Inspector.

Paul McKiernan

Meat Hygiene Section

29th April 2009.
