Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 07 2010
To: All Approved Meat Establishments

Subject:  Beef on the Backbone – Invoices Should State Age of Animal of Origin 

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food wishes to remind FBOs that invoices relating to beef on the backbone should always state the age of the animal of origin.  This requirement is covered by SOP No. 04/2007, Animal By-Products at DAFF approved meat establishment (Revised 26/04/2008), which states: 

“A specific indication of the number of bovine carcases or wholesale cuts of carcases, from which removal of the vertebral column is required and from which removal of the vertebral column is not required, shall be added to the commercial document by the FBO”.  

The following legislation relates:

· Regulation (EC) No. 999/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2001as amended) laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies.

· Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 (as amended) of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 October 2002 laying down health rules concerning animal by-products not intended for human consumption

· S.I. 252 of 2008 European Communities (Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies and Animal By-Products) Regulations 2008 as amended by S.I. 291 and 345 of 2009.

·  S.I. 432 of 2009 European Communities (Food and Feed Hygiene Regulations 2009.
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