Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 9/2010

To: All Food Business Operators at Approved Meat Establishments

 Subject: Export of boneless beef to the United Arab Emirates

Background

An agreement has been reached between The United Arab Emirates and the Irish Authorities on the export of Chilled and Frozen Boneless Beef from Ireland to the UAE.

Procedure to be followed by Food Business Operator proposing to export to the UAE

Any enterprise wishing to export beef to the UAE must advise the responsible Veterinary Inspector in advance and draw up a Standard Operating Procedure, in consultation with the Veterinary Inspector. The SOP must contain the criteria necessary for certification of Chilled and Frozen Boneless Beef.  

The following conditions must be satisfied in respect of beef exports to the UAE:

	1. The meat was derived from animals that were born and reared in Ireland and from livestock that were officially registered at the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
	Checks must be carried out on the AIM system to verify that the animals were born and reared in the RoI. 

	2. The meat was derived from healthy animals which were subjected to ante-mortem inspection by an authorised/Official Veterinarian at the time of slaughter and were found free from clinical signs of disease.


	As per Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 

	3. The meat was on the basis of veterinary post-mortem inspection found to be sound, wholesome and fit for human consumption.


	As per Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 

	4. The meat was derived from animals which were non-genetically modified using biotechnology
	RoI does not use slaughter genetically modified animals for human consumption. 

	5. The meat is free of bone tissue, mechanically recovered meat, visible nervous and lymphatic tissue and specified risk material.
	  Only de-boned meat may be certified.

	6. The meat was produced in a slaughter and cutting plant applying a system of Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points (HACCP)
	As per Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 

	7. The meat was prepared, handled, stored and transported  in accordance with the conditions governing the slaughter and handling of meat, contained in the EU Regulations 852/2004, 853/2004, 854/2004, 882/2004 and 183/2005
	As per Regulations (EC) Nos. 852/2004, 853/2004, 854/2004, 882/2004 and 183/2005



	8. The meat was not mixed with other animal products during the production process, was obtained from animals slaughtered according to the provisions of Islamic law and under the supervision of an accredited association to the Islamic country in the Republic of Ireland.
	· The de-boned meat cannot be mixed with other meat products during the production process.

· FBO to shall provide documentation to the VI to demonstrate that the provisions of Islamic law are supervised by an accredited association to the Islamic country in the Republic of Ireland.

	9. As regards Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE)

· The meat was derived from animals under 30 months of age 

· Ireland implements a national BSE rapid test surveillance programme. In addition to this any animal suspected of BSE is removed from the national herd and destroyed.

· All cattle used in the production of the meat described above have been examined by an Official Veterinarian prior to slaughter to ensure no evidence of BSE.

· The Specified Risk Materials have been systemically removed during the slaughter and cutting process and have been segregated and destroyed in accordance with current legislation.

· The meat was derived from animals which were not fed with anything containing animal protein, except for milk protein.
	· Checks must be carried out on the AIM system to verify that the animals are under 30 months of age
· As per Regulation (EC) No. 999/2001 
· As per Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 [ante-mortem]
· As per Regulation (EC) No. 999/2001 
· As per Regulation (EC) No. 999/2001 and SI 612/2006  




Veterinary Health Certificate

Copies of the veterinary health certificate, which has been agreed for exports of beef to the UAE, will be available to Veterinary Inspectors through the usual channels.

Danielle Coll,

Meat Hygiene Division,

25th February 2010.

